CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Members present:  Christian, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, Mike Bammert

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Christy Mulenburg

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Sellers bill was moved to New Business item C.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the consent agenda with the change.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 2/18/14

B. Bills totaling  $55,942.66

C. Letter to T&C Committee

D. Consumption Permit Curling Club

E. MN DOT letter

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 9-3-14 was added as New Business item B.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Quarterly department report:  Fire Department

Fire Chief Froehlich reported on the following items:

· There are some changes to training, as some firefighters will be going to Alexandria and Rochester for training.  

· The first Thursdays they are having maintenance meetings to go through the trucks.

· The county switched paging systems in December.  When the pagers were reprogrammed, some of the pagers were defective.  They only have one spare pager now.  Fire Chief Froehlich requested permission to purchase two pagers so there are some spare when more are broken.  They still have the phone system, but there is a delay in receiving the pages.  

· They will be having a membership drive as the fire department is in need of more day time help and to start thinking about future retirees.  

· Mayor Swanson thanked Chief Froehlich for his report and to keep up the good work.  Fire Chief Froehlich thanked the council for all of their support.  

Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.  
New Business

A. Hiring additional staff  

· Mayor Swanson stated that Liquor Store Manager Johnson had submitted her two-week notice.  Administrator Woodruff explained that because of this new development, she is not asking for a cook at this time.  There is a need to hire more bartenders.  

· Public works:  Administrator Woodruff explained that since it takes three years to obtain a class C water license, she would like to put together options for the future of the public works department.  Both of the public works employees have the rule of 90, but neither are saying when they will retire.  Administrator Woodruff also mentioned that it is very expensive to get a licensed operator to fill in and come read the pumps.  It was the consensus of the council to start the process of hiring a public works person.  Councilor Schultz felt that our city is understaffed.  He noted that other cities our size have more public works staff.  

· Administrator Woodruff explained that temporary office help is needed at city hall.  This person would work on water meter replacements.  Since the liquor store manager is leaving, this person may also assist with inventory.  Councilor Schultz noted that they have a senior employment employment program at his work.  

B. Resolution 9-3-14 PFA      

Administrator Woodruff explained this resolution is another step in the process to get the PFA funding.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 9-3-14.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   Administrator Woodruff explained that Holtmeier would like to open dig rather than directional bore.  They will pay for crop restoration.  Engineer Sarff has talked with the two affected landowners and they are fine with this.  Councilor Christian stated that Holtmeier had called him and thought they could save the city $30,000.  It was the consensus of the council to approve this change.  Engineer Sarff will draw up the change order.  

C. Sellers Construction bill

Administrator Woodruff explained that Sellers Construction had submitted a bill for $882.80 for removing snow from the parking areas on Main Street.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew was concerned about the bill.  Administrator Woodruff felt a lot of the problem was a lack of communication.  Councilor Christian explained that Wastewater Operator Bartholomew pushes snow onto what Sellers had already cleaned.  Then Seller’s customers request their area cleaned again.  He recommended getting the public works employees and Paul Sellers together to figure out a solution.  Councilors Christian and Etherington felt that Sellers should be paid for his services.  Councilor Schultz suggested a conversation first with Sellers informing him that he needs to call the city first before doing the cleanup and charging the city.  Councilor Schultz then recommended paying Sellers after this conversation.  Councilor Treanor was not in favor of pay this portion of the bill because Sellers cannot assume that the city is going to pay for this every time it snows.  Councilor Christian assured the council that he would make sure that the problem gets taken care of and wanted to pay Sellers for it now.  It was explained that after the snow is removed from the center of Main Street, public works employees then come back to scrape the ridge that is left in the middle of the street.  This pushes snow back into the parking spaces that have already been cleaned.  After this explanation, all council members felt that Sellers should get paid for the clean up and that public works employees could do their work differently so that the snow isn’t pushed back into the parking spaces.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to have Councilor Christian talk to Paul Sellers and the public works employees and to pay Sellers in full at that time.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Resolution 10-3-14 Fire Pagers

It will cost approximately $1,100 for two new pagers.   Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 10-3-14 purchasing two new pagers for the fire department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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