CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Members present:  Christian, Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey 

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Mike Johnson M & M Insurance, Kyle Sieh

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 3/25/14

B. Bills totaling  $33,906.44

C. Library part time help same as last summer

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Dan Sarff, Mike Johnson, and Police Chief Honsey were added as Presentations.

Councilor Treanor requested the addition of New Business Item D:  Miscellaneous/snow removal.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for community comment.  
Presentations

Mike Johnson – insurance renewal

Mike Johnson presented the city’s insurance renewal package.  The appraisal report from a company hired by the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust increased the city’s property value by $1,089,208.00.  This resulted in a net rate increase of approximately $2,700.  Administrator Woodruff thanked Mike Johnson for his assistance with the liquor liability insurance audit.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 18-4-14 accepting insurance package renewal.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Dan Sarff 

Engineer Sarff explained that the current easement for the sewer force main is not wide enough for the new force main.  A temporary construction easement is also needed for the lift station.  Engineer Sarff had numerous discussions with Richard Nienow and Jola Walker about the easements.  The agreement was to pay Richard Nienow $2640 and Jola Walker $2067 for the permanent easements and Richard Nienow $250 for the temporary construction easement.  This was based on the amount of square feet needed for the easements.  Mayor Swanson asked if this was a reasonable amount.  Engineer Sarff replied that it is higher than the current price per acre, but he thought it is fair considering the cost of the project.  It also ensures access for the future.  Engineer Sarff noted that the contractor is still responsible to pay for any crop damages for the open cut across the properties.  Councilor Schultz and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 19-04-14 accepting the cost of the easements.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  Engineer Sarff reported the contractor is doing frost probing next week.  The goal is to get the pipe across the ag land as soon as possible.  Mayor Swanson asked about the curb by 607 Silver St East from the Highway 30 project.  Engineer Sarff stated that spot and a manhole on Troendle St East should be taken care of.  Mayor Swanson thanked Engineer Sarff for attending.  

Police Chief Honsey

Police Chief Honsey explained that Microsoft is no longer supporting Windows XP.  Because of this the FBI and BCA will no longer allow access to criminal justice information from computers using Windows XP due to security issues.  Police Chief Honsey explained that there is money in the K-9 fund to replace the eight-year-old Toughbook computer in the K-9 squad car.  Councilor Schultz stated that the police have gotten more years out of the computer than anticipated and there is money set aside.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 17-04-14 approving laptop for squad car.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Unfinished Business:

1. Sewer Vacuum information

The public works department does not think they would use the sewer vacuum enough to justify the cost.  They can rent one from Boening Brothers if needed.  Councilor Christian stated that he did not know that Boenings had one.  He will let Winnebago know that we are not interested in the sewer vacuum.  

New Business

A. Change in personnel policy 

Administrator Woodruff explained this was talked about at the public works quarterly meeting.  The public works employees take off four hours early on the Friday when they are on call over the weekend.  They requested a change to the pay period so that they could take off early on the weekend they are not on call.  This will not cost any additional amount of money.  Administrator Woodruff changed the wording of the personnel policy so the public works department works 80 hours in a two-week period, similar to the wording of the police schedule.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded the change to the personal policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   

B. Conditional use information      

Administrator Woodruff learned at her conference that a conditional use goes with the land, not the property owner.  Instead of a conditional use permit, the council could add an interim permit into the zoning ordinance to use instead.  Administrator Woodruff proposed to change the zoning ordinance in the future.  

C. Resolution 16-03-14 Hiring part time bartender

Administrator Woodruff explained that bartenders are needed to fill shifts at the Liquor Store.  Councilor Schultz asked if the hiring process was followed.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it was and Stacie Mattison was interviewed and the checklist used.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 16-03-14 hiring Stacie Mattison as a part time bartender contingent on passing a background check.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

D. Miscellaneous/Snow Removal

Councilor Treanor saw in the public works quarterly that curb cuts in cul-de-sacs to push up snow was discussed.  He noted that he would not like the snow pushed up in his lot.  Mayor Swanson stated that he heard from the residents at 308 and 310 Smith Court.  They requested Mayor Swanson look at their lawns due to pushing up the snow.  Councilor Schultz noted that the snow is pushed up on the vacant lots next to his and they were also looking worse than normal.  Councilor Treanor thought they used to load up the snow from the cul-de-sacs and haul it out.  He asked if the city needed property owner’s permission to push the extra snow up into their yards.  Councilor Schultz stated that if property owners give there permission, then they need to understand the effects to their yard.  Administrator Woodruff will tell the public works employees not to do the curb cuts.  It was the consensus of the council that property owner’s permission is needed, even on the empty lots.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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