CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, April 18, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Eric Haefner – Bolton & Menk, Mike Johnson – M & M Insurance, Virginia Denn, Steve Langworthy, Chris Langworthy, Loren Michael, Harlan Marble, Dave Byram, Eric Werner, Jeff Taylor, Krissy Taylor, Laura Johnson, Corrie Johnson
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Fire quarterly was removed.
Resolution 20-4-17 was added as new business item G.

Resolution 19-4-17 was added as new business item F.
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 4/4/17
B. Bills totaling $138,691.48
C. Building Permits
D. Renewal Consumption and Display for curling club
E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Hearing on Proposed Assessment

Mayor Hollerich closed the meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.  Engineer Sarff very briefly explained the proposed project.  He explained that the special assessments were based on the 2006 project and adjusted for inflation and cost increases.  The element of equality was built into the assessment so everyone pays the same rates.  The initial calculation was based on a per foot for street, curb and gutter.  The water and sewer are per connection.  The portions behind the right of way are 100% property owner cost.  Engineer Sarff also explained that at least 20% of the project costs have to be assessed per the bond rules.  The maximum assessment is $14,000 plus any behind the right of way work.  There are two options for the behind the right of way sewer work.  Option one is that Holtmeier could do as part of the project.  Option two is the property owner could hire a local contractor to do the work.  If a person hires a local contractor, they have the option of either paying the contractor directly or adding that amount to their assessment.  Engineer Sarff explained that the assessments will be over fifteen years and the interest rate will be two percent over the bond rate.  He briefly highlighted the construction sequencing and staging.  
Jeff Taylor asked if there was a definitive deficiency in the water, sewer and storm mains now.  Engineer Sarff replied that street is not in good shape and it is best to replace older utilities at the time the road surface is replaced.  Mr. Taylor also asked if the project could be broken down into smaller stages to allow for more access.  Engineer Sarff explained that it would be inefficient for the underground crew if there were too many small stages.  The stages that are planned is the best way to maintain efficiencies.  Loren Michael asked if they could directly pay the contractor for the sewer work behind the right of way.  Engineer Sarff replied that they could pay the contractor directly or submit the information to City Hall to have the amount placed on their assessment.  Laura Johnson did not understand the urgency of this project.  She has graduation on May 28th.  She asked if they were paying for the city hall parking lot and alley.  Engineer Sarff explained that the properties adjacent to the alley have assessments.  It is part of the contract, but it is separate.  Harlan Marble asked when the city will pick the prime contractor.  Engineer Sarff explained that Holtmeier is the low bid.  Loren Michael asked if it is mandatory to hook to the sump pump line.  Administrator Woodruff replied that residents have a year after construction to hook into the line instead of dumping on the street.  Some people do choose to have it in their lawn.  
Mayor Hollerich closed the public hearing and reopened the council meeting at 7:34 p.m.

Mike Johnson – M & M Insurance 
Mike Johnson presented the city’s 2017 insurance renewal package.  Overall the premiums decreased from last year.  He reminded the council about the open meeting law.  The city also needs to keep doing sewer inspections every year to qualify for the no fault sewer coverage.  Mayor Hollerich asked if one million in liquor liability was enough.  Mr. Johnson replied that there is contributory negligence now so not just one is sued.  The most economical way is for an umbrella to cover everything.  Mr. Johnson noted that Mapleton is the only city of the five that he insures that does not have the one million excess liability coverage.  Mr. Johnson talked about the replacement costs of the grader, street sweeper and loader versus 200% of fair market value.  Administrator Woodruff will do a resolution for the next meeting for the excess liability and the fair market value of the vehicles mentioned.  Mr. Johnson also talked about replacement costs on three fire trucks.  Councilor Warner asked if volunteers are covered.  Mr. Johnson replied that they are in the work comp policy.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city hires Sertoma to do various projects.  
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Warner seconded to add replacement costs of the 1998 Pierce, the 1995 Ferrara and the 1995 Pierce fire trucks.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to reduce the coverage of the grader, 1991 sweeper and loader to 200% of the fair market value.  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
The council will talk about the umbrella policy at the next meeting.  Mayor Hollerich thanked Mr. Johnson for the update.  
New Business

A. Resolution 16-04-17 Adopting Assessments 
Mayor Hollerich noted that Engineer Sarff went over the assessment information during the public hearing.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 16-04-17 adopting assessments for the 2017 street and utility project.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution 17-04-17 Accepting Bid
Engineer Sarff explained that five bids were received and Holtmeier had the low total bid of $1,309,026.25. The city has used Holtmeier before.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 17-04-17 accepting bid from Holtmeier Construction, Inc. for the total amount of $1,309,026.25.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
C. Map of reconfigured demo derby 
Administrator Woodruff explained that the demo derby is being turned the other way since they are no longer using the Gartner property.  
D. Liquor Store Ceiling – asbestos removal
Item tabled to next meeting.  
E. Resolution 18-04-17 Hiring Cleaning Person  
Mayor Hollerich stated that the city had received four applicants and staff recommended hiring Brenda Baack.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 18-04-17 hiring Brenda Baack as a part time cleaning person contingent on background check.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
F. Resolution 19-04-17 Approving Park Committee

Mayor Hollerich noted that a park committee is needed to put together a five-year plan and to recommend improvement to the council.  Four applications were received.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 19-04-17 approving park committee.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
G. Resolution 20-4-17 Hiring Bartender
Mayor Hollerich reminded the council that another bartender was needed to fill shifts.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 20-4-17 hiring Charles Benson as a part time bartender.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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