CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, April 3, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Absent:  Schultz.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Liquor Manager Johnson, Fire Chief Ben Froehlich, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew

Others present:  Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Judy Rohde, Denise Davis, Coleen Lindemann, Sara Isebrand, Josh Isebrand, Mike Anderson & wife, George Reisdorff, Bob Johnson, Andrea Johnson 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 3/19/12, 3/27/12, Public Hearing 3/27/12

B. Bills totaling  $ 80,350.90

C. Notice of Workshop 5:30 p.m.

D. Notice of Zoning Board Public Hearing

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Public Hearing was added as New Business item B.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported he spent some time putting the winter equipment away and getting out the mowing equipment.  He has spent some time going over street project questions with the city engineers.  Water Operator Johnson will be flushing the water mains this week.  The Maple River FFA will help put wood chips around library and will maybe take care of a planter in the park.

Fire

Fire Chief Froehlich reported that there were eleven calls in March.  They had a joint training opportunity with Good Thunder on a house burn.  The target date for the radio system switch over is in June.             

Liquor

Liquor Store Manager Johnson thanked the council for the opportunity to make a difference.  She has changed happy hour to 4-7 p.m. $ 0.50 off.  There will be shake for prizes during the Friday happy hour.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson handed out council and staff discount cards.  She would like to open at 11 a.m. and start a daily lunch special.  Councilor Etherington questioned the lunch specials since there was previously no profit in it.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson believes that she can make a profit and if it doesn't work will discontinue.      

Police

Police Chief Honsey reported the full time officers are taking first responder training with the fire dept.  He has received positive feedback on the five golf carts that he has issued so far.  Police Chief Honsey participated in bullying prevention panel at the MR high school.  

Mayor Swanson thanked the department heads for their reports.        

Community Comment

Coleen Lindemann noted that the fireworks have been moved to Friday at 10 p.m.  

Denise Davis welcomed Liquor Store Manager Johnson to the community.  She hoped the council would consider and examine the reasons for opening later and discontinuing the lunch specials.  Mrs. Davis hoped the position is established before a lot of changes are made.  

Sara Isebrand thanked Engineer Sarff for the work on the assessments.  She thanked council for listening to what the residents have had to say about the project.  

Councilor Etherington thanked Sellers Construction for the donation of labor assisting the fire department during a fire.  Fire Chief Froehlich noted they are fortunate to have contractors in this town who are willing to come help them when called.    

Unfinished Business

A. Resolution 3-20-12 Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans 

Mayor Swanson reported on the workshop that was held prior to the council meeting.  Engineer Sarff briefly summarized the proposed maximum assessment amount of $12,500.  The resolution ordering improvement and preparation of plans needs to be approved tonight if the project is to move forward this summer.  The assessment details can still be worked out during the next few meetings.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 3-20-12 ordering improvement and preparation of plans.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 4-21-12 Approving Purchase of Radios 

Fire Chief Froehlich explained why the extra radios and pagers are needed.  If they cannot get the pagers under the grant price, the pagers will be $575 each.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 4-21-12 approving purchase of radios for the fire department in the amount of $11,312.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.      

B. PFA Public Hearing

 Engineer Sarff explained that the project that was submitted for PFA funding requires a public hearing as part of the funding process.  He recommended a hearing at 7:15 at the first May council meeting.  It was the general consensus of the council to hold the public hearing as proposed.    

Mike Anderson asked when the council would make a decision on the options that were presented tonight.  Mayor Swanson stated that it was the general consensus of the council to go with the maximum assessment option.  Engineer Sarff explained that there will be a formal assessment hearing - the notices include what the assessment would be.  Proposed assessment hearing is tentatively scheduled for July 3rd.  There may be another open house to discuss plan design with homeowners further on an individual basis.  

Administrator Woodruff noted that the zoning board is having a public hearing on a conditional use permit at their meeting.  The council is welcome to attend the hearing.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:41 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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