CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, April 5, 2016
Members present:  Treanor, Etherington, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.       

Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen
Others present:  Sara Heins-Maple River Messenger, Mike Johnson-M & M Insurance, Patrick Duncanson, Bob Johnson
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Resolution 11-4-16 Relay for Life was added as New Business item D.
Solar Garden Update from Pat Duncanson was added as New Business item E.

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 3/22/16
B. Bills totaling $48,088.69
C. Building Permit
D. Public Works quarterly agenda

E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Presentation:  Mike Johnson M & M Insurance
Mike Johnson reported that the insurance quote looks good again and last year was the biggest dividend that he’s ever seen.  The total insurance package increased $1,110 over last year.  Mayor Hollerich had asked about increasing the deductible.  Mr. Johnson explained the current deductible is $250.  He explained the rate savings for $500, $1,000 and $2,500 deductibles.  Mr. Johnson summarized the city’s claims over the past three years.  Mayor Hollerich felt that since the city’s claims are not excessive, the deductible could increase to $1,000.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to increase the deductible from $250 to $1,000.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mr. Johnson noted that the filter plant coverage should be looked at after the rehab work is completed.  He also explained that there are three fire trucks that currently have replacement value and that will not continue after this year.  There is some paperwork that includes documentation of maintenance and improvements in order to keep them at replacement value on the insurance.  Administrator Woodruff will ask the fire department to start working on this.  
Unfinished Business
1. Summary of Nuisance Ordinance
Mayor Hollerich noted that due to the length of the Nuisance Ordinance that was approved at the last council meeting, this is a summary for publication in the newspaper.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to approve the summary for publication of the Public Nuisance Ordinance.  

2. Property on 409 First Ave SW

Administrator Woodruff explained that Lois Berg and her husband are willing to sell the property at 409 First Ave SW for taxes and closing costs.  The city attorney recommended the city obtain a title opinion to make sure there aren’t any other liens against the property.  This would cost approximately $300 if there is an abstract.  It was the general consensus of the council to do a title search on the property.  
New Business

A. Resolution 9-04-16 Hiring Public Works Employee  

Mayor Hollerich explained that four candidates were interviewed and scored on a point system.  The interview committee would like to make an offer to the top candidate; however, first a decision has to be made about the starting wage.  The committee suggested $17.42 based on starting wages of other public works position in the area.  This is also a step on the current scale.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 9-4-16 approve the hiring committee to hire the applicant they believe is the best for the job at the starting wage of $17.42.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
B. Handicapped Parking for Pioneer Bank 
Pioneer Bank would like one parking space to be a handicapped parking space on Main Street.  They would put it by their drive up window driveway.  The Mapleton Clinic uses the drive up window driveway for their handicapped access.  It was the general consensus of the council to approve this request.    

C. Resolution 10-4-16 Approving Insurance for 2016 
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 10-4-16 accepting the insurance quote from the League of MN Cities.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
D.  Resolution 11-4-16 Relay for Life 
Mayor Hollerich noted this is the annual request to hold Relay for Life in Heritage Park starting May 20th at 6 p.m.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 11-4-16 approving Relay for Life in Heritage Park.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
E. Pat Duncanson – Solar Garden Update
Pat Duncanson explained the developer applied for a connection with Xcel Energy and that is all they are waiting on.  There will be a presentation to potential residential customers next Wednesday, April 13th 7 p.m. in the AAA Auditorium at the school.  There will be other opportunities for residential customers to learn more information.  They are also trying to get a local person to facilitate the application process.  Mayor Hollerich thanked Mr. Duncanson for the update.  
Councilor Etherington asked about Dollar General.  Administrator Woodruff replied that they are still talking to MNDOT, but Dollar General cannot afford the turn lanes that MNDOT requires.  
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:46 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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