CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Liquor Store Manager Johnson, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Fire Chief Froehlich 

Others present:  Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Bob Johnson, Andrea Johnson

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 5/1/12

B. Bills totaling  $75,560.98

C. Zoning Minutes and permits

D. Notice of Workshop

E. Notice of Informational Meeting

F. Public Works quarterly report

G. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Tanker was added as New Business item E.

Resolution 5-27-12 Plans and Specs was added as New Business item F.

Resolution 5-28-12 accepting lots was added as New Business item G.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

 No one present had any comments to share with the council.

New Business

A. Resolution 5-24-12 Purchase Tractor and Blower

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported these items were discussed at the last public works quarterly meeting.  They found a used bi-directional tractor and snow blower that would fit our needs.  The old blower is worn out and broke down each time it was used last winter.  Using the loader to load the snow off of Main Street would take longer and is not as safe.  The current tractor is a 1972 model.  Councilor Schultz noted this is the next piece of equipment that the public works department has talked about replacing.  Councilor Christian stated that it would take about twice as long to load the snow as it does to blow.  Since we hire the hauling of the snow, the tractor would pay for itself in about three years, depending on snowfall.  Councilor Donovan asked how this affects the rotation schedule.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew replied that the snow blower was not on the rotation since it was unique and could not be replaced because they are not made like ours anymore.  Councilor Christian stated that is difficult to find a used bi-directional tractor.  The council talked about selling the old tractor since no dealership seems to want it on trade in.  Councilor Donovan asked how long the tractor should last.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew replied that it should last approximately 20 years since not that many hours are put on blowing snow.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 5-24-12 approving purchase of tractor and blower.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 5-25-12 Purchase Tractor and Loader

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew explained the quotes to replace the 5510 tractor/loader with a smaller tractor/loader.  The public works department does not need this big of a loader now that they have the payloader and our equipment would work better on a smaller tractor.  The smaller tractor would be better for mowing around the ponds and snow removal on the sidewalks.  Mankato Implement is giving us a real good price on the trade in for the 5510.  Councilor Christian acknowledged that a lot of money is spent on public works equipment.  This is a real good price with the high trade in of the 5510.  There was a discussion about the payloader and what it is used for.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 5-25-12 approving purchase of tractor and loader from Mankato Implement.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  Donovan and Etherington.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 5-26-12 Stripe parking area and crosswalks

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew contacted three companies for quotes to stripe downtown business street parking and crosswalks.  The price for the parking between the churches was an optional quote.  Administrator Woodruff will call both of the churches and see if they are interested.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 5-26-12 approving the quote from WW Blacktopping to stripe the parking lanes and crosswalk lines.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D. Liquor Store Fee for T & C Beer Garden  

Liquor Store Manager Johnson explained that the Liquor Store looses money every year putting on a beer garden for Town and Country Days.  And this year Town and Country Days have increased the vendor fee by $500 to a total of $2,000 for the privilege of hosting the beer garden on our own property.  She stated that the Liquor Store couldn’t continue to loose money.  The Liquor Store is already paying for the product, liability insurance, payroll, entertainment, etc.  Instead she would like to donate a percentage of the profits, if a profit is made.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson talked about doing bar bingo and possibly giving them the proceeds from that.  The council discussed the history behind the beer garden vendor fee.  Mayor Swanson suggested talking to the Town and Country Days Committee about this and try to work out a compromise.  The council discussed what percentage of the profit to donate to Town and Country Days.  It was the general consensus of the council to negotiate a percentage of the profits as the donation to Town and Country Days rather than the $2,000 vendor fee for having a beer garden in our parking lot.    

E. Tanker

Fire Chief Froehlich explained that the 27-year old “square” tanker is in need of replacement due to rust issues.  The estimates to fix it are over $12,000.  The townships agreed that it was not logical to spend that much on repair of an old truck.  The townships requested the city finance the purchase of a tanker truck and bill them at the end of the year.  This is how all of the township equipment purchases have been handled.  They will pay the city back in 2013.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 5-29-12 approving purchase of tanker for townships.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

F. Resolution 5-27-12 Plans and Specs  

Engineer Sarff explained this is a formality in the special assessment process.  They do not have the plans finalized yet.  There are no significant changes from what was previously discussed.  Engineer Sarff noted the bid opening has been changed to June 18th.  He also explained that the settled curb, patching and seal coating of the 1993 project will be a separate bid as part of this project.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 5-27-12 approving plans and specs and ordering advertisement of bids.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

The council discussed the traffic flow of the semi truck and school buss traffic.  Bob Johnson would still like to see a heavier street section on Troendle SE from Sixth to Eighth.  They also requested a wider corner to accommodate these vehicles turning.  Engineer Sarff noted this would cost approximately an additional $20,000.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew noted that a stray semi would go down that road.  He did not see the point in making it a 9-ton road when Eighth Ave is not built for the traffic.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew checked on the school bus load and that is not an issue.  He felt it was not worth the money to over design the road.  It was the consensus of the council to leave Troendle St. SE designed as is and not over design from Sixth to Eighth.  

G. Resolution 5-28-12 Accepting lots

Councilor Schultz explained Larry Caron requested the city take his lots on the southwest corner of town.  The EDA has had meetings about this.  If the city would take control of the lots, it would give the city flexibility and control.  If the lots go back for unpaid taxes, the city would have to purchase the lots to maintain control.  Larry Caron will plot out the additional lots on the west side of Third Avenue SW.  The EDA will market the lots.  The EDA recommended acceptance of this resolution.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 5-28-12 accepting lots.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:41 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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