CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, May 16, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson  
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Harvard Jaeck, Beverly Raimann, Tanya Winters, Todd Lenzen, Cody Lenzen
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Resolution 27-5-17 Crack filling was added as New Business item E.
Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

DNR water supply plan approval was added as consent item G.  
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 5/2/17
B. Bills totaling $84,605.01
C. Building Permits
D. Seasonal closing on Sundays
E. Jazz in the park

F. Proclamation for Relay for Life

G. MNDNR water supply plan approval

H. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business:

1.  Resolution 24-5-17 Insurance Additions

Mayor Hollerich explained that if the city waives the statutory limit, this would allow the city to pay out more up to the new cap.  Administrator Woodruff explained that it is up to the council if they want to keep the cap of 1.5 million or raise it to 2.5 million.  Mayor Hollerich noted that there may be some instances where the city wishes to have the extra liability.  He also explained turning the workers comp responsibility over to the insurance agent.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 24-05-17 approving insurance additions for excess liability insurance and work comp insurance.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 

2. Update on Tanya Winters

Administrator Woodruff explained that LJP cannot do the cleanup but she has found a company from Winnebago that will take a look at it.  She explained the $100 per day fine to Tanya Winters for not have a building permit for the fence and that it does not meet code.  Tanya Winters had replied to Administrator Woodruff that she felt the markings for the property stakes must be wrong.  She also feels that she has two properties so then she can have eight vehicles and a camper is not a vehicle.  The council discussed how the fence does not meet the setbacks.  
New Business

A. Resolution 25-05-17 Phased Retirement Agreement/VEBA Account 
Administrator Woodruff explained that Water Operator Johnson talked about retirement.  They discussed the PERA phased retirement program as Hunter is still being trained.  Administrator Woodruff felt this is a good option for the city to try for six months and it can be renewed annually for up to five years.  Mayor Hollerich noted that he appreciated Water Operator Johnson’s years of service and his desire to continue on as a part time basis to continue the transition.  Water Operator Johnson felt this was a real good fit and would appreciate the opportunity to pursue this program.  Councilor Warner felt this was a good transition to hire three full time public works employees permanently.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the unused sick leave would be put into a post-retirement health savings account.  It is a good way to handle the sick leave.  She will change the personal policy to include this VEBA account option for sick leave payment.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 25-05-17 approving phased retirement agreement.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Water Operator Johnson thanked the council for approving the agreement.  

B. Ordinance of amend Water Ordinance
Mayor Hollerich explained that there are regulations in the water supply plan that needed some items added to the city ordinance.  Councilor Warner asked how long the generator could run in the event of a major power outage.  Water Operator Johnson replied that it has a 50-gallon tank that should run for approximately 30 hours.  There should not be a problem as long as can get a diesel truck to fill the tank.  Councilor Warner asked if it was feasible to connect to natural gas.  Water Operator Johnson replied that the water pumps run ten to twelve hours maximum so that could last approximately three days if only the water pumps are run and not city hall.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to add ordinance 51.10.   All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
C. Request for street project 
Harvard Jaeck presented a petition of homeowners on Sixth Ave NE to have the street paved with curb and gutter.  Seven out of ten homeowners are in favor.  There is some dust and a washout develops in an area when there are heavy rains.  The homeowners who signed feel it would improve the value of their property.  Mayor Hollerich noted that Fifth Ave NE, Sixth Ave NE and Washington are planned for construction in 2022.  The council can look at the schedule during a budget workshop.  Beverly Raimann stated that this is big concern for her as she is on a single limited income and has a corner lot.  She felt this is a hardship and would appreciate if she could plan for this expense in five years.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the maximum assessment amount this year was $14,000.  Councilor Warner stated that it depends on how much utilities have to be replaced.  Water Operator Johnson noted that it depends on the survey.  If the street is lowered the utilities may have to be replaced due to loss of minimum depth.  Councilor Warner recommended an engineer survey to get a better estimate of the costs associated so the city can better plan for the project.  Mrs. Raimann requested dust control.  Mayor replied that the council could consider dust control as a short term option and will take a look at the timeline and budget aspect of the project at a budget workshop.  
D. Resolution 26-05-2017 Seal Coating  
Two quotes were received for seal coating and there is a budget of $25,000.  There were not concerns or complaints in the prior years the city has hired Pearson.  Mayor Hollerich asked if there were any additional areas that should be seal coated as this came in under budget.  Water Operator Johnson noted that there is a rotation schedule and they try to stick to it.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner                             seconded to adopt Resolution 26-5-17 approving the seal quote bid of Pearson Brothers.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
E. Resolution 27-5-17 Crack Filling
Two bids were received for crack filling and there is a budget of $5,000.  Councilor Warner asked where this would be done.  Water Operator Johnson replied that crack filling is done in the area before seal coating and any other areas that need crack filling as the budget allows.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 27-05-17 approving crack filling bid of Midwest Asphalt.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Tanya Winters, Todd Lenzen, and Cody Lenzen arrived at the meeting after their property was discussed.  They claimed that the pins that were found are not in the correct locations.  Mayor Hollerich asked if public works should go back out to remark the property pin locations.  Administrator Woodruff stated that public works found the property pins.  She also noted that the fence on the Troendle Street side cannot be there as it does not meet any of the zoning code.  Tanya Winters replied that the fence is not permanent, they just put it up so that they could stain it.  Todd Lenzen wanted to have the property lines located for the deed.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they would have to hire a company to survey their property lines.  Cody Lenzen asked the definition of a front yard.  Councilor Warner replied that they have two front yards because they are on a corner lot.  Todd Lenzen stated that a three foot high fence would not be high enough as they wanted to put a swimming pool in that corner. They collected 70 signatures of people wanting them to keep the fence up.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the signatures does not mean that they can keep the fence where it is.  He reminded them that a building permit still has to be submitted for the fence.  Mayor Hollerich also stated that the building permit will be denied if they fill out the application for how the fence is set up now.  They can apply for a variance, but they would have to meet specific qualifications for a variance.  Cody Lenzen felt that they are being singled out as there are other people in town with messes who have not received letters to clean up their property.  He also stated that other people have fences as high and as close to the road as they do.  
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – May 16, 2017 – Page 2 of 3

