CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday May 17, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.        

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Administrator Woodruff requested the council discuss Todd Jaeger’s building permit.  The Planning and Zoning Board approved Todd Jaeger’s permit to put up a fence on the property line.  Administrator Woodruff had since found out that the water main goes along the property line, underneath where the fence would be built.  Administrator Woodruff proposed that the building permit be approved with the condition that should the water main need to be fixed, the fence would have to be removed and replaced at the owner’s expense.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city had an easement.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there is no easement.  Councilor Donovan felt the city attorney should be consulted.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Mayor Swanson seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 5/3/2011

B. Bills totaling  $77,327.54 

C. Zoning Permits

D. Highway 30 meeting

E. MN Concrete Forum

F. Staff Written Reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 32-5-11 was added as New Business item E.

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Input

No one in attendance wished to speak to the council.  

Unfinished Business

A. Amending Sewer Ordinance

Councilor Schultz stated that he was very comfortable with changing the ordinance after the workshop.  Since this is part of the sewer I/I plan, then the city council should adopt the ordinance changes.  Councilor Donovan asked when the inspections and smoke testing would start.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the weather has to be dry to smoke test, so hopefully it will be dry in July.  She asked the council if the public works employees were going to do the televising or hire someone to do it.  Councilor Donovan asked what would not get done if the public works employees did the televising.  Councilor Schultz asked about the police doing the sump pump inspections.  Councilor Donovan felt that the police in uniform would be too intimidating.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the televising takes two people to do, but we do have a camera.  Councilor Schultz suggested hiring part-time public works employees from neighboring communities.  Mayor Swanson suggested the police could do the drive by inspections to see if there is a sump pump hose.  Administrator Woodruff will talk to staff to get their opinions.  Councilor Schultz requested calculations to pay for ten hours of overtime or hire a part-time employee.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to amend Ordinance number 51.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Bid options for park lights

Administrator Woodruff reported that Amboy would let us have their unused poles from the old football field.  However the cords on the rest of our lights are not in good condition.  Councilor Schultz suggested doing Kunkel’s option number six.  Councilor Donovan questions if the lights are used enough to justify spending the money on new lights.  Administrator Woodruff stated that Mike Kunkel would like to get the existing lights on the for the Town and Country Day’s tournament.  There was a discussion if the girls’ summer softball uses the lights.  Mayor Swanson asked if the contract with the school covered fixing the lights.  Administrator Woodruff stated it would have to be discussed with a committee of the mayor, a councilperson and school board members.  Councilor Schultz volunteered to be on the committee.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city would receive some insurance money for the pole that fell down.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to table for more information, but to get the existing lights working.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

C. Borchert Road - estimates

Administrator Woodruff stated that the council had the estimates from Sellers Construction at the previous council meeting to fix Borchert Road.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew got these estimates from Boening Brothers Construction.  The bids are not comparable since they are not proposing to do the same type of work to fix the road.  It was the consensus of the council to table discussion until the workshop at the next meeting.  Councilor Donovan requested an unbiased opinion on how to fix the road.  Administrator Woodruff will ask Councilor Christian for a recommended person or Mike Schmitz from Bolton and Menk.    

New Business

A. Resolution 29-05-11 G.O. Improvement Crossover Bond
Administrator Woodruff reported that the city could save over $71,000 by refinancing the 2006 project.  This resolution is to allow Administrator Woodruff and Mayor Swanson to sign the paperwork if the interest rates go down enough to save at least three percent.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan                              to adopt Resolution 29-05-11 approving issuance of crossover refunding bonds refinancing the 2006 project.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 30-05-11 Hiring Bartenders  

 Administrator Woodruff reported that a few bartenders are leaving at the end of the summer and there are staff shortages for Town and Country Days.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz                                      seconded to adopt Resolution 30-05-11 hiring Jaime Bissen and Laura Herzog as bartenders at the Mapleton Municipal Liquor Store contingent on passing a background check.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 31-05-11 State of MN Joint Powers – Police Department     

Administrator Woodruff explained that this is a joint powers agreement for the police to work with the state on police issues.  The contract is for five years.  Police Chief Honsey recommended approving this contract.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 31-05-11 approving a joint powers agreement with the State of Minnesota.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried. 

D. Workshop next meeting to discuss seal coating/overlays, etc

Councilor Donovan thanked staff for the good information and it should be a good discussion about streets at the next council workshop.  The council recommended that one of the public works employees should be at the workshop.  

E. Resolution 32-5-11 sewer laboratory pH meter  

A new meter is needed to test for pH and dissolved oxygen at the lagoon as required by MPCA.  Councilor Schultz moved and Mayor Swanson seconded to adopt Resolution 32-5-11 purchasing a meter from Hach at a price of $1,807.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· Councilor Donovan asked when the Community Home is staring construction.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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