CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, May 2, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey 
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Jim Swanson, Joann Krengel
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 4/18/17
B. Bills totaling $125,714.59
C. Zoning Permits
D. Letter Midco
E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business

1.  Dan Sarff-project update

Engineer Sarff explained that the day after the assessment roll was approved by the council, an error was discovered affecting seven properties on the assessment roll.  A meeting was held with the affected property owners.  Since Bolton & Menk made the mistake, the assessment roll will be as approved.  Bolton & Menk will pick up the difference in the amounts as a credit on the next invoice.  
Engineer Sarff noted that due to scheduling, the project won’t likely start until June.  

Engineer Sarff updated the council on the Highway 22 sewer crossing.  Due to the MNDOT rules for the tapered trench, the project will likely cost around $122,000.  Jacking and auguring would be more cost effective than digging a trench.  Bolton & Menk will install some flow meters downstream in a manhole to monitor flows.  Then there will be actual data to see if the upgrade in pipe size is needed now.  Mayor Hollerich thanked Engineer Sarff for the update.  

2. Insurance – Resolution 24-05-17 Insurance Additions

Administrator Woodruff asked how many other cities have the additional umbrella policy.  Many that responded did not have one.  Mayor Hollerich noted that a lot of businesses have the additional umbrella policy due to increased litigation.  There was a question if a judge could order the city to pay more than the $500,000 limit.  
Administrator Woodruff noted that there have been more work comp claims lately.  She would feel more comfortable with an agent handling the work comp.  M & M handles the work comp for the other cities that they insure.  The resolution was tabled for more information.  

3. Nuisance Property of Tanya Winters & Sign at Tanya Winters & letter from attorney

Administrator Woodruff explained that there is a judge’s order to remove what is on the property that is out of compliance.  Administrator Woodruff has gone back and forth with Tanya to try to work this out.  It has not gone well.  Administrator Woodruff would like to send one final notice that on or after a certain date, the city will come and clean up the property.  LJP has not confirmed yet if they will clean up the property as they want to make sure it is safe for their workers.  The city will have to store their items for 90 days.  They can purchase their items back.  The property owners will have to pay for officer wages, clean up expense and storage cost.  Police Chief Honsey warned the council that it is likely that stuff will come back in their yard, it may just be different stuff.  Mayor Hollerich liked that the city needed to keep the items for 90 days since we really don’t want to take someone’s property.  Councilor Warner felt that the city should just set a date and clean it up.  Police Chief Honsey suggested purchasing the property from them to solve the problem long term.  Mayor Hollerich felt that a letter offering to purchase the property could be sent after the cleanup letter has been mailed.  It was the consensus that on or after May 20th, the city is cleaning up the property.   
New Business

A. Resolution 25-05-17 Street Lights 
Mayor Hollerich noted that it is very dark in the Caron addition due to lack of streetlights.  It makes sense to put some streetlights up as there are new houses that are being built.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 21-05-17 approving two street lights for the corner of First Ave SW and Borchart Street and Second Ave SW and Borchart Street.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

B. Resolution 22-05-17 Playground equipment
Jim Swanson explained that the enhancement of the library park was talked about four years ago.  He thanked the council for the fence that was installed for safety reasons.  There is also concern about the safety of the big slide and the old swings.  He suggested new equipment for children ages 5-12 to compliment the current equipment that is for children ages 2-5.  This would enhance the park for children.  He thanked the city staff for their assistance.  They researched three different playground equipment companies and suggested Gopher due to the selection of equipment.  Mr. Swanson would like to see the equipment operational this summer.  Joann Krengel noted there are many day care providers utilizing the parks.  Administrator Woodruff explained that Jeff Annis is trying to reform the Mapleton Community Foundation.  He asked Administrator Woodruff to write a grant proposal.  The City of Mapleton received a $10,000 grant from the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation for this park equipment.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the project needs to be completed by sometime in August.  He felt that the city should move forward with approving this equipment rather than waiting for park board recommendation.  There was a good collaboration of things coming together for this project.  Mayor Hollerich thanked all for their work on this.  The equipment will be a very visible way to show off the grant funds. Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 22-05-17 approving playground equipment at a cost of $13,029.33.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.
C. Resolution 25-05-17 CIS System 
Police Chief Honsey explained that the CIS system is what multiple counties use for records management.  They are going to a mobile reporting module.  This means that they will be submitting reports electronically rather than driving paper copies to Mankato.  There will also be a GPS module that shows where calls are in relation to where they are.  This is not an issue in town, but will be useful for mutual aid.  Chief Honsey explained that half of the expense will be paid for out the K9 fund and the other half out of the general fund.  Blue Earth County will be covering the installation fees.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 23-05-17 approving purchase of CIS module.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:55 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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