CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, May 5, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian and Hollerich.  Absent:  Maslakow     

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Sewer Operator Bartholomew
Others present:  Sara Heins-Maple River Messenger
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Police Quarterly update was removed from the agenda.   

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 4/21/15
B. Bills totaling  $156,770.68
C. Wellhead Protection Part 1 meeting
D. Midcontinent cable letter

E. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
New Business

A. Cost and information for grader  

Sewer Operator Bartholomew requested information from RDO about graders less than $100,000.  This is the price range for a ten year old grader.  Councilor Treanor did not think that the grader was on the rotation schedule and asked what is on the schedule.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the street sweeper and 1-ton pickup are.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew stated those two pieces of equipment were discussed at their quarterly and will likely wait a year on both the sweeper and one-ton.  The grader has been on and off the schedule over the years.  He explained that the grader is 40 years old, has 4432 hours on it and it is hard to get replacement parts for it.  The ball and socket that raises the blade up and down has been welded several times.  Councilor Christian clarified that the prices obtained include wing and moldboard.  Councilor Treanor noted that all of the graders listed in the packet have more hours on them than our current one.  He did not feel the grader is a cost effective piece of equipment since the city spent a lot of money for the pay loader and it is more versatile.  Councilor Etherington asked if we could contract out snow removal.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew stated that Boening Brothers are not set up to do it and Paul Sellers is not interested in doing our streets.  Administrator Woodruff noted that we have not officially asked them for a snow removal bid.  Councilor Treanor asked what other cities use for plowing streets.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew replied that other cities use graders and pay loaders and numerous trucks.  He did note that he could not plow the gravel streets with the pay loader.  The pay loader will take longer to plow the streets as the blades are smaller and it won’t scrape as well.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew stated that there is no one perfect piece of equipment to plow in all situations.  Councilor Treanor suggested putting the grader on the schedule if the council really thinks replacement is necessary and to plan for a newer model with less hours.  Sewer Operator Bartholomew noted that they have the money in capital outlay.  Councilor Christian was reluctant to spend money on a piece of equipment that doesn’t get used many hours each year.  Mayor Hollerich summarized the discussion of putting the grader on the schedule in two or three years and to purchase something newer with less hours.  If the grader should break down, the snow will have to be plowed with the pay loader.  Mayor Hollerich did not feel that a grader should be bought at this time just because the money was in capital outlay.  The council will take a serious look at the schedule and make a decision if some items could be deferred for a year.  It was the consensus of the council to look at the equipment rotation as part of the budgeting process.                                                             
B. Resolution  15-05-2015 Chloride streets

Sewer Operator Bartholomew noted that Andy Walser has applied the chloride the last few years and there have not been any problems.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 15-05-15 approving quote of Andy Walser to chloride 2,400 feet of gravel roads.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Christian, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Maslakow.  Motion carried.  

C. Rural Taxing District Information

The previous council had discussed a rural taxing district and Mayor Hollerich asked Administrator Woodruff to see what other option are out there.  Administrator Woodruff reported that more cities are adopting rural taxing districts and there is no state statute that says ag land adjacent to a street is excluded from a rural taxing district.  Administrator Woodruff looked up all parcels over five acres in size.  If there is a building on the parcel, then it does not qualify.  If all of the listed parcels were put in a rural taxing district, the tax impact of a $150,000 home would be approximately an additional $10.  She clarified that this is only for the general levy.  It is state law that the rural taxing district would still have to pay the debt levy portion.  If the council is interested in this, a public hearing is needed and pass an ordinance before August 1st.  It was the consensus to hold a public hearing on June 16th.  Administrator Woodruff will publish and send notices to property owners on the list.  
D. Ordinance adopting Supplement to Code of Ordinance       

Administrator Woodruff explained that over the past two years the council had approved each ordinance individually that was changed.  This is a formality for updating the whole ordinance book.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt an ordinance enacting and adopting a supplement to the code of ordinances for the City of Mapleton, Minnesota.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:47 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – May 5, 2015 – Page 2 of 2

