CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, May 7, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Dan FitzSimmons, Mary FitzSimmons, Kyle Sieh, Larry Caron, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 4/16/13

B. Bills totaling $240,465.14

C. Midcontinent Franchise Information

D. Letter of resignation-park board

E. Joint Powers Meeting with Northwest Gas

F. Bingo & Raffle Application for T&C Days

G. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.

Presentations

Dan FitzSimmons – Creekside Ag Services – Loan Request 

Councilor Schultz explained the county loan process.  The EDA met with Dan FitzSimmons and recommend this loan for council approval.  Mr. FitzSimmons is using the money to purchase and improve the Solie Sales building for his seed business.  Mr. FitzSimmons appreciated the opportunity to work with the city and EDA.  His business has grown larger than this current location and he is excited for more exposure of a business front.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to endorse the EDA request to approve the loan.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Larry Caron 

Larry Caron talked about the history of the 2006 project in which he did not want to improve any of the streets adjacent to his land south of Garfield St SW.  In April 2012 he came to the EDA and asked if he could deed over this lots to the city in exchange for the assessments, which had become too high as he was not selling the lots.  Mr. Caron was under the impression that at a meeting in April of 2012 he was promised that he would get reimbursed for the 2012 taxes.  The process of deeding the land to the city took longer than he expected and it did not get done until 2013.  Then he had to pay all of the 2013 taxes on the Caron Addition #3 before it could be deeded over to the city.  Councilor Treanor noted that the full council needed to make the decision about reimbursing the taxes.  Councilor Schultz stated that if reimbursing him for the taxes was said at an EDA meeting, then that would have come to the council.  He also noted that neither himself, Mayor Swanson or Administrator Woodruff have the power to agree to such a thing.  Councilor Schultz did recall asking Mr. Caron on numerous occasions if this is what he really wanted to do.  He recalled the conversation about the taxes as if it was done by the dates taxes were due, then he wouldn’t have to pay the taxes.  Mr. Caron talked about how he was forced into all of the developments that he did.  Administrator Woodruff noted that he asked the council to extend both First and Second Avenues SW all the way to Borchardt Street.  Also on the 400 block of Third Ave SW Mr. Caron asked to do that project, not Marty Aldinger.  Mr. Caron stated that the engineers wanted to extend the water and sewer 100 feet beyond the intersection of Garfield St SW anyway, so he decided that it would be better to do the whole street.  Mr. Caron asked why no recording or minutes were kept of the meetings that he had with Mayor Swanson, Councilor Schultz and Administrator Woodruff.  Mayor Swanson explained that a smaller group was used for preliminary discussion so information doesn’t get out.  He stated the city attorney reinforced that the taxes were not part of the signed contract.  Mr. Caron felt that there was already an agreement on the taxes so he did not put it in the final agreement.  Mayor Swanson expressed he wished this development had been successful and thanked Mr. Caron for attending.  

Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk – Project update, Resolution 26-5-13

Engineer Sarff explained approving the plans and specifications and ordering the advertisement for bids is the next step in the project process.  He reviewed the plans with the council.  Engineer Sarff noted blacktopping the road to the lift station and upgrading the sewer pipe to twenty-four inches east of the highway are included in the plans.  Bids will be opened on June 6th and awarded at the June 18th council meeting contingent on approval form PCA.  The assessment hearing will be done at the end of the project since the assessments are so small.  Councilor Etherington verified that the assessments are minimal.  Administrator Woodruff asked for a cost estimate to pave the access road.  She noted that a gentleman cam in and was upset that Eighth Ave NE was not going to be paved and felt he was not listened to at the public hearing.  Engineer Sarff will bid the lift station access road as an alternate bid.  Mayor Swanson asked when the final lift would be put on last year’s project.  There was some discussion about where water tends to pool on the project and a broken valve.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 26-5-13 approving plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids with the date changes.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 23-5-13 Resurface Tennis Courts

Administrator Woodruff noted that C & H has resurfaced the tennis courts in the past and the school is fine with the C & H bid.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 23-5-13 approving resurfacing of tennis courts by C & H Sports Surface in the amount of $14,395.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 24-5-13 SCBA Financing      

Councilor Schultz noted that the only change is that all of the SCBA will be upgraded now and would be financed over three years.  Administrator Woodruff said that by upgrading all of the SCBA now, then they will all be the same.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 24-5-13 approving rebuilding SCBA and financing the amounts over three years.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion Carried.  

C. Resolution 25-5-13 Siding for City Building

Administrator Woodruff explained that there is a lot of paperwork stored in the shed.  The facility committee reviewed the situation and recommended the city go out for bids for steel roof and siding.  The police say it is hard to cite ordinance violations for siding when the city has a building in pretty tough shape.  Water Operator Johnson reviewed the bids and thought they were comparable.  Councilor Etherington                         moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 25-05-13 approving siding and roof work on old state shop building by Lon Duncanson Construction, LLC in the amount of $18,690.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – May 7, 2013 – Page 1 of 3

