CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 17, 2014
Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Absent:  Christian.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Tara Garbes
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson mentioned item D.  Mayor Swanson asked the council’s opinion regarding prayer at the council meetings.  It was the consensus of the council to not add a prayer at the meeting.  
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 6/3/14
B. Bills totaling  $84,344.29
C. Zoning Minutes and permits
D. Letter from Attorney regarding prayer at meetings
E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Batting Cage and shed was added as New Business item E.
Miscellaneous was added as New Business item F. 

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business:

1. Proposed Covenants 
Administrator Woodruff read the proposed change.  Tara Garbes has received a lot of feedback that twelve months was not enough time to get the house finished.  She felt that by extending the time frame by six months to a total of eighteen months would help with lot sales.  The point of the time frame was so that houses were built on the lots rather than them sitting empty for several years.  Tara talked about financing issues.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the EDA was in favor of this change to the covenants.  Tara said that there have been several inquiries about the lots.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to increase the time to eighteen months.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    Mayor Swanson thanked Tara for attending.    
New Business

A. Resolution 30-06-14 Draw Request #2  
Administrator Woodruff reported that Holtmeier are ahead of schedule on the work.  The draw request number two from Holtmeier Construction Inc. in the amount of $306,917.94.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    

B. Loan request from Bruce Sellers
Mayor Swanson reported that the EDA had a good discussion about this loan request.  Administrator Woodruff reported that Brian Stading reviewed the loan request and felt it looked good.  Councilor Etherington asked if the zoning was ok for this office.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the zoning board had approved the building permit quite some time ago.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the loan request of Bruce Sellers.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 31-6-14 Digital Sign
Councilor Schultz noted that the EDA has been talking about this for at least four years.  Administrator Woodruff stated that it would be nice to put notices on the sign.  Mayor Swanson asked if businesses would be allowed to put promotions on the digital sign.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there would be a minimal charge to put something on the sign.  There is money in the budget for this.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 31-06-14 approving digital sign for park by city hall.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

D. Yard of the month

John Solting was chosen as the yard of the month winner.  
E. Batting Cage and Shed Request  

Administrator Woodruff has not talked to Water Operator Johnson about the batting cage and shed yet.  It was the consensus of the council to proceed with discussions as they were in favor of the idea.  
F. Miscellaneous
· Town and Country Days- Saturday morning the Firemen offered to put the dance in the fire station.  The firemen helped a lot with moving the beer garden.  The liquor store had one of the best Town and Country Days ever.  
· Mike Schmitz volunteered most of the day today helping people storm cleanup.    
· Administrator woodruff has not heard of sewer backups.  There was water in basements and several shingles blew off houses.  It was the consensus of the council to have a roll off by city hall for people to put storm damaged items.  
· Councilor Schultz asked if there is anything we can do with limited building permits – no charge if it is for a storm damaged property.  Administrator woodruff can just approve them so that the approval process goes faster.  It was the consensus of the council to not charge for limited building permits for storm damage.  
· There have been lots of good compliments about allowing people to the brush out on the boulevard.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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