CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Absent:  Christian.    
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger,  
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 6/6/17
B. Bills totaling $106,819.49
C. Building Permits
D. Temporary on-sale liquor license
E. Letter from Monte Eastvold
F. Mailing of CCR

G. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business

1.  Update on Tanya Winters
Administrator Woodruff reported that PLC Construction will no longer remove the junk at 106 Fourth Ave SE.  She has contacted Waste Management and Picker-Uppers and neither will do it.  Mayor Hollerich asked if there is a time frame in the judgement to get the junk picked up.  Councilor Warner suggested having sentence to serve clean up the junk.  Councilor Maslakow stated that the city may need to provide storage containers and a place to store the items.  Councilor Warner replied that all of the expense would go on their taxes so the city really isn’t out anything.  Councilor Etherington talked about what they do in Mankato and Owatonna with nuisance properties.  He felt that our ordinance is too lax.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the police wrote a lot of citations and went to court several times.  The judge threw out some of the criminal citations and now we are doing civil litigation.  Since the judge threw out several of the citations before now they think that those things are ok.  There was a discussion about other violations in town.  Administrator Woodruff noted that approximately 85% take care of the problems with a warning.  Mayor Hollerich noted that the fence was moved.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the fence is still too high.  Councilor Warner thought that the council could look at approving the fence where it is located now as it isn’t a traffic hazard as long as they clean up the rest of their property.  Mayor Hollerich noted that it will be hard to enforce other people to clean up their property if we cannot get this property cleaned up. Councilor Maslakow suggested hiring a third party to talk with them.  Mayor Hollerich expressed concern that a third party mediator would make the court order null and void and the city would have to start the process over.  Councilor Warner felt that if having two police there should relieve the fears of whomever picks up the junk.  Administrator Woodruff noted that there will be three police officers present.  Councilor Warner suggested asking the City of Mankato or Blue Earth County for suggestions on who could do the cleanup.  Mayor Hollerich was still in favor of a third party talking to the property owners if it doesn’t affect the court order.  Councilor Etherington felt that negotiations are over.  There was a discussion of what is out of compliance.   Administrator Woodruff will keep working on some options.  
2. Cal de sac on Caron addition
Mayor Hollerich asked if there was any more discussion on the cul de sac option.  H was not in favor of spending the money on the cul de sacs but would like to try putting in a dead end on First and Second Avenues SW at the intersection of Borchart Street SW.  The council would like to get the opinions of the residents who live on those streets.  Administrator Woodruff will send out a letter to the residents asking them to attend a council meeting in a month.  There was a discussion about the traffic on Borchart Street SW.  Councilor Warner also noted that if the school moves out to that area, they will want Borchart Street to be paved.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the west portion of Borchart Street was chlorided and the 30 MPH sign was put back up.  
New Business

A. Resolution 33-06-17 Personnel Policy update  
Mayor Hollerich noted that this update is in conjunction for the part-time retirement of Larry Johnson.  It will move sick pay benefits to a retirement health care plan.  Councilor Warner felt this was good for both the city and the employee.  Councilor Etherington felt it was good for the employees to have some benefits.  Mayor Hollerich explained that if the money is paid out, then it will be taxed.  Whereas if it is put into a retirement health care savings plan it will save on taxes and is a benefit to pay for health care.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 33-6-17 approving personnel policy change to include a Postretirement Health Care Savings Arrangement.    Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

B. Change date of council meeting
The next council meeting is scheduled for July 4th.  It was the consensus of the council to move the meeting to July 11th.  
Mayor Hollerich noted that the contractors will begin putting up signs and bringing in equipment next week and the digging will start after July 4th on the Troendle Street SW project.

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:39 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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