CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Wednesday June 22, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian, Etherington and Swanson.          

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Officer Hagan, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Water Operator Johnson 

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Eric Garbes, Monte Eastvold-Northland Securities, Chris Arce, Ray Marquardt, Sherri Marquardt, Jessica Nies

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 6/7/11

B. Bills totaling  $52,245.38 

C. Zoning Permits

D. Library pie sale information

Adopt Agenda

Monte Eastvold from Northland Securities was added under Presentations.  

St. Andrew’s Court was added to Unfinished Business item B.

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Input

No one in attendance wished to speak to the council.  

Presentations

Eric Garbes – Curling Club

The Heather Curling Club would like to do some fundraising due to declining membership.  Eric Garbes requested the council allow the curling club to sell naming rights to the building.  It was the consensus of the council to grant this request.    

Monte Eastvold – Northland Securities

The city council had previously expressed interest in refunding the 2006 G.O. Bond if there was a three percent or greater savings.  Monte Eastvold explained the paperwork and how the city would save a net of $71,531.61.  The savings would reduce the debt service levy in the future.  Councilor Donovan asked questions about the bond issue.  

Unfinished Business

A. Resolution 34-6-11 Light Repair at Heritage Park

Administrator Woodruff reported on the meeting that was held with school representatives regarding the Heritage Park ball field lights.  The city would have approximately $10,000 towards new lights and the school could put some money towards the new lights.  Administrator Woodruff asked Joel Schmidt if the summer softball could contribute some funds.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the lights could be put on a timer due to the vandalism that happens.  Councilor Schultz felt that there was a good discussion at the meeting with the school representatives about getting the lights usable now and plan for funding for future replacement.  There was talk of doing fundraising for three to five years.  Councilor Donovan asked if the city is going to budget some money for this.  Councilor Schultz stated that we have the seed money and suggested waiting to see what the school can come up with.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 34-6-11 repairing lights at Heritage Park.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. St. Andrew’s Court

Councilor Schultz asked if Mike Drummer has contacted the city about when they would start work on St. Andrew’s Court.  Councilor Donovan asked what all needed to be done yet.  Councilor Schultz stated that all they have done so far is replace some curb.  

New Business

A. Resolution 35-06-11 Step Increase
Chief Honsey asked the council to consider the request for a step increase for all full-time employees.  He stated that when he was hired he was told that full time employees would earn a step increase each year based on longevity.  Councilor Christian felt that the city could afford the three percent increase.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the three percent was budgeted for the entire year, so the money was in the budget.  Mayor Swanson felt it was important to pay good employees well if you want them to stay working for you.  He felt that the city has exceptional employees.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington to adopt Resolution 35-06-11 approving step increase for full time employees’ effective the 14th payroll of the year.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 36-06-11

Administrator Woodruff noted that Evergreen Companies, the bid from Andy Walser, came in at $1.00.  Councilor Donovan thought that there was no dust control in the budget this year.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the final budget had one application of chloride on Borchert Street East and Eighth Ave NE.  These bids are for two treatments of dust control.  Councilor Etherington did not feel that this was not a lot of money.  Councilor Etherington asked if he could pay for a dust control a few feet beyond his property line.  Administrator Woodruff stated that is possible.  Councilor Christian felt that the city should do this since the street was in pretty bad shape this spring.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 36-06-11 approving the quote of Evergreen Companies to chloride streets.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

C. Resolution 37-06-11 Approve Cable Sale to Midcontinent Communications     

Administrator Woodruff noted that in the past, the cable company changed ownership quite often.  Councilor Schultz asked how many still had U.S. Cable. Administrator Woodruff said that it was about a fourth.  This is just a formality.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 37-6-11 approving the assignment of the cable franchise and system to Midcontinent Communications.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.   

D. Resolution 38-6-11 Final Draw Request

Councilor Etherington was concerned about the unfinished settlement with Jim Schull.  Councilor Schultz had spoken to Engineer Sarff.  He indicated that this is the time to move on and pay off the contractor since the work is completed.  Councilor Donovan asked if this included the offer to settle the Jim Schull issue.  Administrator Woodruff stated that this does not include the settlement.  That was separate from this amount.  Mayor Swanson asked about the warranty.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the two-year warranty starts now.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 38-06-11 approving draw request number twelve from Mathiowetz Construction in the amount of $53,930.28.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

E. Resolution 39-06-11 G.O Improvement Crossover Bond

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded Resolution 39-06-11 accepting proposal of the negotiated sale of $1,925,000 General Obligation Improvement Crossover Refunding Bonds.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the contract between Northland Securities and the City.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

F.  Resolution 40-06-11

Administrator Woodruff noted that another quote came in later from Bargen for $1.27 per pound. Councilor Donovan asked what areas would be crack sealed.  It will be done where needed. Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 40-06-11 approving the quote of Laurence Shefffler in the amount of $1.26 per pound for crack sealing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

G.   506 Smith St NE

Ray Marquardt noted that nothing has been touched at 506 Smith St NE since the fire.  The insurance is done investigating.  They are concerned with rodent infestation, insects and mold smell.  He requested the city start the condemnation process.  Chris Arce asked what happens to the stuff that remains in the garage.  Police Chief Honsey stated that is a question for the attorney.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the insurance took a long time to settle.  Letters have been sent to the property owners.  The attorney indicated that condemnation would cost the city a lot of money.  Councilor Etherington asked if the house could be burned.  Councilor Donovan talked about burning a house for training and that the city will have to pay to have the asbestos removed no matter what other options.  Chris Arce asked if a person could buy the property and remove the house.  The neighbors were not in favor of a controlled burn.  Administrator Woodruff will keep Mr. Marquardt informed.  It was the consensus of the council to talk to the city attorney about the condemnation process.

H. Police Policy – addition body armor policy

Police Chief Honsey informed the council that this policy is needed to obtain grant money for body armor.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to approve the addition of the Body Armor Policy to the police department policies.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

I. Tax Forfeited Property  

Administrator Woodruff stated that this property would go back up for sale again.  Administrator Woodruff summarized the prepared information.  The property is between Country Neighbors and Midtown Auto.  The assessments were gone for now, but the city could reassess the amounts owed against the property.  This is something to think about when the property goes back up for sale.  Councilor Donovan stated that the land was forfeited because the assessments were so high on a lot that is too small to build only a small building on.  Councilor Donovan was not in favor of forfeiting the assessments at this time.  If the neighbors stop mowing the property, the city will have to mow it.  Chris Arce asked if the city would consider selling the land for just the amount of the assessments.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the county will sell it for the value of the land and then the city could reassess the assessments from the street project.  

J. Sign Retroreflectivity mandate

Administrator Woodruff stated that the League is trying to fight the federal mandate, but the deadlines are approaching.  Money has to be budgeted for new signs and a policy adopted for sign retroreflectivity.  Councilor Schultz asked about the enforcement.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there will be no enforcement, but if there is an accident, an attorney will sue the city.  The police department is starting on a sign inventory.  Mayor Swanson felt that a letter to the federal elected officials would be in order.  Councilor Donovan thought that we should start budgeting for it in a capitol outlay fund and hopefully there will be some grant funds available when the deadline is closer.  

K. Open House Date

Mayor Swanson thought it would be good to have Engineer Sarff and Wastewater Operator Bartholomew at the open house.  Councilor Donovan suggested some looping video of clay tile leaking.  

L. Resolution 41-06-11 Painting Parking Stalls

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that staff used to rent a machine to paint the parking stripes.  However, that machine is no longer available to rent.  Administrator Woodruff did some research and found that a machine could be purchased for a little less than what it would cost to hire someone to paint all of the parking stalls and cross walks.  If the city would purchase a machine, some of the surrounding cities would be interested in renting it.  Councilor Donovan suggested that these other interested cities could purchase one with us.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to table Resolution 41-06-11 for more research on purchasing one with the other interested cities.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Miscellaneous

· State Shut Down July 1st.  Mayor Swanson asked how a state shut down would affect the city.  Administrator Woodruff noted that LMC is lobbying to make sure that cities receive LGA.  The money is there but there may not be staff to process the payments.        

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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