CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 3, 2014
Members present:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.    

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich 

Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Kyle Sieh
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 5/20/14
B. Bills totaling  $466,597.80
C. Public Hearing B.E. County Mark Gartner

D. E-Cigarettes

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 28-6-14 was added as New Business item B.
Recycling update was added as New Business item C.

Resolution 29-6-14 was added to Unfinished Business item 3.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Quarterly Department Report:  Fire
Fire Chief Froehlich reported the following:

· Repairs were made to a pumper
· They have 24 members

· So far this year there have been 63 calls – this is comparable to previous years

· They are ready for the Town and Country Days pork feed.  

Mayor Swanson thanked him for the report.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business:

1. Affidavit of Candidacy update
Mayor Swanson read the list of candidates.  Judd Schultz and John Hollerich signed up for Mayor.  Kevin Maslakow, Nicholas Wegman, Jerry Etherington and Kevin Etherington signed up for the two Council positions.  
2. Rental Ordinance packet

Administrator Woodruff explained that the rental ordinance was discussed over a year ago since there are over 100 rental units in town.  She proposed an ordinance based on Good Thunder’s with some modifications.  Councilor Schultz thought the rental ordinance is a good idea since there are more calls to city hall about rental issues from both landlords and renters.  He also noted that more communities are adopting similar ordinances because a lot of the foreclosed properties are turning into rental units.  Mayor Swanson asked how many landlords there are in town and how this would benefit the landlord.  Councilor Schultz replied that if there is a license process then the renters have a peace of mind and want to rent places here.  This should make it easier for landlords to rent their properties.  Councilor Treanor noted the good landlords are likely already in compliance with the rules.  Mayor Swanson thought that a public hearing is a good idea for landlords to come and voice their concerns.  Councilor Etherington asked about inspections.  Administrator Woodruff explained that MVAC would inspect the properties every two years.  Councilor Etherington stated that there are hard feelings in the neighborhood if there is a rental property that isn’t maintained.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a public hearing in July.
3. RFP for water meters Resolution 29-5-14
Administrator Woodruff explained that staff met with all of the water meter representatives.  The current meters are fifteen years old.  The main problems are software and technology issues.  The system won’t run on the new computer.  The new meters will be radio read and most can be read from city hall.  They also have a leak detection feature and a memory chip that records flow data for 96 days.  Councilor Treanor asked who was paying for the meters.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city has been saving money and has enough set aside to cover the cost.  The last time the homeowner paid half of the cost of the meter which was $10 per quarter for four quarters.  It was the consensus of the council to charge the homeowners the same amount.  Administrator will add the phrase “whereas homeowners will be charged $10 per quarter for four quarters” to the resolution.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 29-05-14 approving radio read water meters from Ferguson Waterworks.  Roll Call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Resolution 27-05-14 Chloriding Roads  
Mayor Swanson summarized the resolution.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city has hired Andy Walser the past few years to chloride the roads.  Mayor Swanson requested chloride a couple of hundred yards east of Fourth Ave SE on Borchart Street.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there is usually 300 yards past the intersection.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 27-05-14 approving the quote of Andy Walser to chloride Borchart Street East and Eighth Ave NE for a total of 2250 feet.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 28-05-14 Tree Removal and Trimming
Administrator Woodruff noted that there is more trimming to do than what is listed, but this is a starting point.  She explained the list of trees to remove and trim.  Administrator Woodruff budgets for tree trimming every year and the park trees have not been trimmed for a long time.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 28-05-14 approving tree removal and trimming.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Recycling Update
Sertoma replaced the roll offs at the recycling center for six-six yard dumpsters.  Everything can now be co-mingled.  The dumpsters are emptied every Thursday.  There was a problem with the roll offs not getting dumped as often as needed.  Sertoma is hoping that this will work better as this is a cost savings.  Mayor Swanson would like the recycling service to be at least the same, if not better than before.  
Administrator Woodruff reported that the house at 304 Fourth Ave SE will be taken down.  
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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