CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Absent:  Christian.  
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen  
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Monte Eastvold-Northland Securities, Tory Sharkey 
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 5/16/17
B. Bills totaling $77141.18
C. Zoning Permits
D. Alley update
E. Email from Greater Mankato Growth

F. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Presentation Monte Eastvold-Northland Securities & Resolution 29-06-17 Sale of G.O. Bond
Monte Eastvold reviewed with the council the $1,645,000 bond issue with the city council.  The city received a good rating of AA- due to good cash position and paying off debt quickly.  Due to historically low interest rates, Northland Securities is giving the city a reoffering premium of $37,251.30 which will be deducted at closing.  This is the amount that the city will lose over the life of the bond due to the yield lower than the coupon.  Councilor Etherington asked what interest rate the property owners will pay.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the assessment policy is two percent over the bond rate.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 29-06-17 providing for the issuance and sale of $1,645,000 general obligation improvement bonds, series 2017A, pledging special assessments for the security thereof and levying a tax for the payment thereof.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 32-6-17 approving contract with Northland Securities to purchase the bonds.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.
Unfinished Business

1.  Nuisance Property of Tanya Winters Resolution 31-6-17 Clean up Property
Mayor Hollerich acknowledged the email from Tonya Winters threatening if the city steps on her property to clean it up.  There is an estimate from PLC Construction & Demolition to remove the property and put it in storage containers.  Towing and storage of the vehicles will be an additional expense.  Mayor Hollerich noted that if they want to get their property back, they will have to pay all of the expenses.  If the property is not claimed the city can sell or dispose of the property.  Administrator Woodruff noted that if this quote is approved, she will let the property owners know the estimated costs and that it will happen after June 20, 2017 as the police need time to schedule extra officers.  Mayor Hollerich noted that this property has been a problem for years and no one wants to remove the property in violation, but it is necessary.  Councilor Warner felt the council had no choice but to go through with the cleanup.  He felt if the council did not go through with the cleanup, there would be no recourse for the nuisance ordinance violations.  Councilor Maslakow felt there would be a lot of bad press over this incident.  Mayor Hollerich was of the opinion that the public would see the cleanup as a positive as something is actually getting done.  Councilor Warner                     moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 31-6-17 approving contractor to clean up property.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried. 
New Business

A. Resolution 28-06-17 Dust Control  
Councilor Warner asked if Borchert Street West should be added since there are houses there now.  Councilor Etherington asked if more could be applied as it does not last very long.  Councilor Warner stated that reclaimed asphalt should be put on the road instead of crushed rock to keep the dust down.  Mayor Hollerich felt that the dust control should be applied to the west side and then the city can look at other options for the street.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 28-06-17 approving the quote of Andy Walser to chloride gravel streets of Borchert Street East and West and Eighth Ave NE.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

B. Resolution 30-6-17 Draw Request #2
This is a draw request for the alley project. Administrator Woodruff reported that the alley should be paved on Wednesday.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 30-6-17 approving draw request number two from Rehnelt Excavating LLC in the amount of $17,847.42.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.
C. Caron Addition cul de sac  
Tory Sharkey expressed concern about the speed of vehicles on Borchert Street and the safety of the children in the neighborhood.  He asked if there is a designated speed limit.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the speed limit sign is down and will be put back up.  Police Chief Honsey recommended speed bumps if the council really wanted to reduce the speed of vehicles.  Mayor Hollerich also noted that the perception is that traffic looks like it is traveling faster on gravel than it really is.  Councilor Warner felt it would help if there was a stop sign at the intersection of 1st Ave SW and Borchert Street.  There was a discussion about a portable flashing speed sign that could record the data with a time stamp.  
Mayor Hollerich noted that most new additions have cul de sacs and not through streets.  He asked Administrator Woodruff to obtain cost estimates for 1st Ave SW and 2nd Ave SW as they are only two blocks long and the city still owns three of the properties.  He also thought the remaining lots would be more saleable if the ends of those two streets were dead ends or cul de sacs.  Councilor Warner noted that snow removal would be difficult if the cul de sac is too small.  He also expressed concern should Borchert Street ever be upgraded to a regular city street.  He felt the extra money that the city would pay for the cul de sacs could go a long way towards upgrading Borchert Street.  Councilor Warner also asked if the township dividing line split down the middle of Borchert Street.  Councilor Etherington asked how much Bolton and Menk charged for this.  The proposal is costing the city money that the council did not discuss previously.  Councilor Maslakow noted that installing the cul de sacs would be a good idea as it would restrict the traffic flow similar to other modern neighborhoods.  Mr. Sharkey asked how long it would take the council to decide as he would like to do some landscaping.  Had he known the street would end up being a cul de sac he would have placed his house differently.  Mayor Hollerich explained that it is not his intention to encroach on what someone already owns.  There was a discussion about turning First and Second Ave SW into dead ends and wanting to hear the opinions of the other neighbors.  Mayor Hollerich stated that the council will discuss this issue further at the next council meeting.  
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – June 6, 2017 – Page 3 of 3

