CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday June 7, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson. Absent:  Schultz.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Liquor Assistant Strehlo, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff-Bolton and Menk, Joel Schmidt

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan requested a discussion about the St. Andrew’s television during the workshop.

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 5-17-11

B. Bills totaling  $80,353.17

C. St. Andrew’s Court televising information

D. Ditch 57 update

E. Open house notice

F. Softball field lighting and insurance information

G. MNDOT new release 

H. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

The Well Street Closing Request was added as New Business item D.

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Wastewater Operator Bartholomew reported that they have been televising the sewer lines of homes that are for sale.  Rock was hauled to most of the gravel roads.  Hawk Alarm installed most of the alarms.  The spring discharge is done so Sellers Construction can finish the repairs to the dike.  He has hauled a lot of branches from wind damage around town.  The piles need to be burned but is waiting for the straw bales from the Ditch 57 project to be moved.       

Liquor

Liquor Assistant Strehlo reported that she is getting ready for Town and Country Days.  She did not find any interested group to do a food stand for the beer garden.  The new staff is doing well.        

Police 

Police Chief Honsey reported he started on ordinance violations.  The office computer hard drive crashed and he has a proposal for replacement.  He noted that Click It or Ticket is a national campaign.  This is the first time in many years that there were no fatalities due to car accidents Minnesota over the Memorial Holiday weekend.  

Mayor Swanson thanked staff for attending.    

Community Input

Joel Schmidt requested the city consider fixing the ball field lights in Heritage Park because summer softball will be playing about thirty nights of double headers in the park.  The games will go late enough that if there is not sufficient lighting, the games will have to be called due to lack of light.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a meeting with the school is scheduled for Monday.  

Unfinished Business

A. Sewer Ordinance – time line

Administrator Woodruff noted that the sewer ordinance amendment still needed how long people would have to disconnect their sump pumps and foundation drains from the sanitary sewer.  Engineer Sarff stated that it is typical for cities to allow one year to disconnect foundation drains.  The council discussed various lengths of time.  Councilor Etherington asked about the legalities of inspections.  Administrator Woodruff explained that they are notified and if they refuse we can get a warrant to inspect or charge a monthly fee for refusing.  There was a discussion about checking for compliance at time of sale.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to allow seven days for sump pump disconnection and twelve month for foundation drain disconnection.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.     

B. Televising options

Administrator Woodruff explained that it would be a lot cheaper for staff to televise service lines with our camera.  Infratech is very expensive, however they televise from the main up the line 70 feet towards the house.  Administrator Woodruff noted some things that a part time person could do other than help with the televising.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew figured about an hour per household to do the televising associated set up.  He didn’t know how many would have to be done after hours.  Councilor Donovan stated that they could have an average three hours of overtime a week to get their work done even if the televising was done during the day.  It was the consensus of the council to try to have staff do the televising of sewer lines.  Councilor Donovan asked about the drive by inspection for sump pumps.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew explained that some he could not tell if they were running or not.  Others go directly into a catch basin or in the backyards that he could not see.  

New Business

A. Request for donations
It was the consensus of the council to deny the request for funds from the Minnesota Association of Small Cities and the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.  

B. Resolution 33-06-11 Purchase of computers

The police office computer hard drive crashed and Administrator Woodruff’s computer is slowly dying.  Councilor Donovan and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 33-06-11 purchasing police and administrator computers from Computer Bob.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Schultz.  Motion carried.  

C. Yard of the Month

Bill and Colette Drager were chosen as the yard of the month winners.    

D.   Street Closing – The Well

The Well requested road closing on First Ave NE from Main Street to the south end of Dietz’s driveway.  This would be for the once a month Friday night movies during the summer.  Dietz Foods is fine with the street closing.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to grant the permit to close the street.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

Miscellaneous

·     Councilor Donovan thought the lights should be turned back on along the walking trail.  Mayor Swanson agreed that would be good for safety and security reasons.  There was a discussion on the how late the lights should be on.  It was the consensus to have the timers on from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.  

· Councilor Donovan wanted to make sure the council followed up on the ball field lights request.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a committee of city and school members would meet on Monday to discuss the light situation.  The lights will be on for Town and Country Days; it just will not be ideal.  

· Administrator Woodruff noted that the Kunkel donated bench in Proehl Park was installed.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew stated that Mike Kunkel helped install the bench.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Workshop – Street Maintenance and Future Projects

Borchert Road

Engineer Sarff along with council members and staff present discussed the options for the 100 block of Borchert Street East.  The quotes from Boening Brothers and Sellers Construction were not for the same thing.  Engineer Sarff volunteered to work with Wastewater Operator Bartholomew to put together a description of the work that we would like done.  Councilor Donovan asked how much should be invested in this road.  There was also some discussion about blacktopping the road in the future.  Administrator Woodruff stated that a decision needs to be made so that chloride could be applied.  Councilor Donovan thought that chloride had been cut from the budget.  Councilors Christian and Donovan felt the money would be better spent on blacktop roads.  Mayor Swanson stated that if we are not going to fix the road, then dust control should be applied.  

Seal Coat/Overlay discussion

Engineer Sarff offered to have Bolton and Menk staff review all of the streets in town to recommend which ones would be better to seal coat and which to overlay.  He will put together a plan at no cost to the city.  Administrator Woodruff noted that then the city would have a long term plan to stick to for street maintenance.  It was the consensus of the council to have Engineer Sarff put together a plan based of field assessment and have another workshop in a month.    
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