CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 19, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian, Etherington and Swanson.          

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Wastewater Operator Bartholomew  

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Tom Walters-Decoria Township, Dan Sarff-Bolton & Menk, Chris Huck, Joel Moore

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson suggested that Administrator Woodruff send a thank you note to Duracell for the batteries.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 7-5-11

B. Bills totaling  $62,067.28 

C. Zoning Permits

D. Letter from Duracell

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Input

No one in attendance wished to speak to the council.  

Presentations

Tom Walters – Decoria Township Truck

The council went outside to look at the truck.  Tom Walters supplied information and answered questions about the truck.      

Dan Sarff – Streets review

Engineer Sarff explained that a staff person from Bolton and Menk had looked at all of the paved surfaces in town.  He explained the spreadsheet and the rating system.  The council reviewed the seal coating recommendations for 2011-2014.  Engineer Sarff asked for the council’s priorities on the roads proposed for reconstruction.  Councilor Schultz thought that the seal coat schedule made sense and in the lighter seal coat years the city could budget to do a small street project.  It was the consensus of the council to hold a work session at a later date to discuss a street reconstruction schedule.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to do the 2011 seal coat as proposed using Pearson Brothers.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Chris Huck & Joel Moore – Heritage Park  

They thanked the council for helping them start a summer baseball program.  The baseball field at Heritage Park drains poorly.  They have talked to Krengel’s about the drainage problem and have some parents who are willing to help.  There is also another grading issue with a baseline.  If the city is going to do some lighting, they would like to also work with the city for some lights on the baseball field.  Councilor Schultz stated that these improvements that they requested are just to get them by.  They are trying to get a decent field and build a quality baseball program.  They are brining people to town every week that spend money here.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew asked if he could use the grader to help them fix some of the ball field issues.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the requested improvements to the baseball field.  

Unfinished Business

A. Truck Information

The council discussed the public works equipment needs and options.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew noted that Cat had a used payloader for approximately $140,000 and there was a lease plan with extended warranty available.  Councilor Christian asked what would be done with the grader.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew explained that the grader would be used to wing back the snow, scrap streets and for larger snows.  The payloader would take time off of the grader so that the grader would last longer.  Also the payloader will do a better job on the dead ends and cul-de-sacs.  Councilor Christian felt that two pieces of equipment were a lot of money.  Councilor Schultz noted that the council could look at a used bi-directional tractor next year.  He felt that the council should listen to the public works employees needs and there is money in the capitol outlay account to pay for this.  Councilor Donovan asked if a dump truck is needed.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew responded that the payloader bucket would match up the Boening truck much better.  Councilor Christian asked what would happen if the snow blower should quit working this winter.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew replied that the payloader could remove the snow as a back up plan.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the city spends a lot of money on repairs since the equipment is rather old.  Councilor Donovan asked about the safety of the snow-blowing tractor.  Administrator Woodruff replied that foam could be applied to the interior of the cab to help with the noise issue.  Councilor Christian felt that it would be better to get a new bi-directional because the grader will last a long time and the snow blower will not last much longer.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 10-23-11approving purchase of a payloader from Cat using the lease option and to foam the International tractor.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.         

B. Open House Update

Administrator Woodruff reported that very few people attended the I/I open house that was held on July 12th.  Some of the residents who did show up provided some useful information.  Administrator Woodruff suggested charging four dollars per month during the winter months and the fee of $260.00 per month April-September for those who did not send back their sump pump survey postcards.  One last postcard with this warning will be sent to those residents.  Councilor Schultz stated that some residents do not see this as a serious issue because they do not have any water problems in their basement.  They do not realize that they may be causing problems for someone else.  Wastewater Operator Bartholomew noted that the rainstorm on July 15th caused the sewer pumping to go over one million gallons per day.  One pump went down during the storm, but he was able to get it back on-line and working.  

New Business

A. Resolution 42-7-11 Purchase VFW Park
Councilor Etherington explained that a former VFW member wished to keep the park going even if the VFW would have to close in the future.  Marlin Kunard has volunteered to donate legal fees to help them set up an endowment account through the Mapleton Area Foundation to cover the cost of yearly maintenance in the VFW Park.  If the city would take over the park, it would allow the Mapleton Area Foundation to raise donations and for them to obtain ad matching grant from the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 42-7-11 approving purchase of VFW Park at a cost of $1.00.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

B. Fire Station Humidity

Administrator Woodruff reported that the carpet and chairs had been cleaned.  Service Master brought Davis Comfort Systems with him to suggest a solution to the mold problem.  The proposed air exchanger, adding cold air return vents and moving the thermostat would cost $4,262.00.  Staff has been keeping the dehumidifier, ceiling fans and furnace fan running.  The proposed air exchanger may not be necessary.  Staff suggested getting another dehumidifier, moving the thermostat and a cold air return in the office.  It was the consensus of the council to do these things and wait to see if they make a difference.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:38 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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