CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday July 5, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington and Swanson. Absent:  Christian and Schultz.       

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Police Chief Honsey

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger, Ashley Glenna

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 6-21-11

B. Bills totaling  $84,613.20

C. Open house reminder

D. Liquor store meeting 

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Engineer review of City Streets was removed from the agenda.

Offer on a house was added as Unfinished Business item A.

Councilor Donovan and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported that the community home put in a fire hydrant due to state standards.  Mayor Swanson complimented the staff on cleaning up the compost site.  Water Operator Johnson reported that work started on the pond expansion for the ditch 57 project.  Mayor Swanson complimented Water Operator Johnson about the Kunkel donated bench in Proehl Park.  

Police 

Police Chief Honsey reported the new computer is up and running.  

Mayor Swanson thanked staff for attending.    

Community Input

No one in attendance wished to speak to the council.    

Unfinished Business

A. Offer on house

Administrator Woodruff talked to city attorney Kennedy about the burned house at 506 Smith St NE.  Purchasing the house from the owners would be the fastest and cheapest option for removing the house.  The condemnation process is expensive and will take a long time.  Police Chief Honsey stated that the owners appear to have abandoned the property.  Councilor Etherington questioned how much it would cost to take the house down.  After some discussion, Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to offer no more than $1,000 for the property located at 506 Smith St. NE.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.    

New Business

A. Retroflectivity Evaluation Policy 
The League of Minnesota Cities put together a lengthily policy.  Administrator Woodruff condensed that policy to only the method that the city will use for evaluation.  Councilor Donovan asked who is going to enforce the new sign rules.  Administrator Woodruff stated that if there would be an accident, attorneys would sue the city.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the retroflectivity evaluation policy.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

B. Decoria Township dump truck

Decoria Township has a dump truck with a two-way plow that they will be selling soon.  Tom Walters is willing to bring the truck to the next council meeting so that the council can take a look at it.  Councilor Donovan noted that Mr. Walters has been driving and doing the maintenance on the truck for about the last five years.  Councilor Donovan also asked for the public works employees’ opinion about this truck and other equipment replacement needs.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the payloader option was a backup for the grader when plowing snow.  The snow blower is in need of replacement.  A larger bi-directional tractor would be larger than our current tractor and a snow blower could fit on it.  Councilor Etherington asked about the dump truck contract with Boening Brothers.  The council discussed equipment purchase options.  Councilor Etherington asked if there was money set aside for these purchases.  Water Operator Johnson explained that the taxpayers have already paid the money, the council has not yet decided on how to spend it.  It was the general consensus of the council to look at Decoria Township’s truck at the next meeting and see some prices for other options.    

C. Park Shelter – shingle?

Water Operator Johnson explained that kids get up on the park shelter roof and pull shingles off.  Due to this vandalism, he recommended putting on a steel roof on the shelter and the warming house/shed.  It is not leaking at the present time and this has been in the budget for the past couple of years.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to get bids from local contractors for steel roof on shelter, tractor shed and warming house.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

D. Yard of the Month  

 Irene Cumming-Foster was chosen as the yard of the month winner.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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