CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 23, 2016
Members present:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Absent:  Christian
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Keith McCutchen
Others present:  Sarah Heins-Maple River Messenger, Bob Glarner, Amy Kuhns, Duane Herbert –Novel Energy Solutions
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Digital sign request was added as New Business item C.
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/2/16
B. Bills totaling $206,034.17
C. Attorney letter regarding tree trimming
D. Building permits in August

E. Primary Election results

F. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Zoning Permits:  Amy Kuhns 24-foot variance Bob Glarner 7-foot variance & Workshop Date
Amy Kuhns requested a 24 foot variance and to exceed the garage size limit.  Bob Glarner requested a 7 foot variance to add on to garage so it is three feet off the property line.  The Planning and Zoning Board had approved both of these permits.  Under the current zoning ordinance these two permits do not meet the qualifications for variances.  Mayor Hollerich expressed concern for approving the variances since they did not meet the regulations.  However, he didn’t want to single out these two individuals when variances have been approved in the past.  Administrator Woodruff recommended a workshop with the Planning and Zoning Board to either change or ordinances or stick to the ordinances as they are written.  Too many variances have been approved.  Mayor Hollerich noted that after the workshop with the Planning and Zoning Board permit applications need to be within the ordinance parameters to be approved.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the zoning permits of Amy Kuhns and Bob Glarner.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
It was the consensus of the council to hold a workshop with the Planning and Zoning Board at 6 p.m. on September 20, 2016.  
Presentation:  Fire Relief Association 2016 schedules   
Fire Relief Treasurer Keith McCutchen presented the 2016 schedules.  There is a projected surplus again this year.  At this point they are not recommending an increase to the annual benefit level due to possible market decline.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the fire relief board does a good job watching the investments.  Keith McCutchen replied that they are very pleased to have the city support.  
Unfinished Business
1. Solar Garden  Resolution 43-8-16 Revised Solar Garden location & access limitation 
Duane Herbert from Novel Energy explained there was some concern about the capacity of the substation.  They had to extend the size of the solar garden to the west of the county ditch.  Mayor Hollerich explained the new resolution is approving the land use west of the county ditch and the access from Scott Court.  Administrator Woodruff received a letter from Blue Earth County stating approval in regards to the county ditch.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 43-8-16 approving revised solar garden and access road limitation.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Street Closure Request   

The Hank Massop Estate auction will take place on August 28th.  They requested the street be blocked off in front of his home at 204 Troendle St SW for the auction.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the street closure request.  
B. Filter Plant Painting Bid 
Water Operator Johnson obtained a quote to paint the walls of the filter plant.  It is not a necessity, but he is unable to get the walls clean.  Mayor Hollerich moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to approve the filter plant painting by Reichel Painting Co in the amount of $1,575.00.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    

C. Digital Sign Request
The 50 year class reunion requested permission for a temporary digital sign to be put up on September 24th to advertise their reunion.  They would like to put it in Dietz’s parking lot.  However, if that request is denied then they would like to place it in the Library Park.  It was the consensus of the council to allow the temporary digital sign in the Library Park.  
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:24 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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