CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 27, 2019
Members present:  Warner, Froehlich and Hollerich.    Absent:  Christian and Maslakow.
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Public Works Supervisor Chaffee, Fire Relief President Jon Klenk
Others present:  Koni Preston -Maple River Messenger, Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk, Hillary Chaffee
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Froehlich moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Froehlich seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/6/19
B. Bills totaling $83,265.39
C. Zoning Permits 
D. B. E. County Public Hearing

E. Brainstorming Idea
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Presentation:  Dan Sarff – Bolton & Menk 2020 Project 

Engineer Sarff explained that the goal of the capital improvement planning process is to address infrastructure needs with projects every three years that were approximately $1,000,000 to $1,500,000.  In 2020 it is proposed to do Fifth Ave NE from Highway 22 to Main Street, Eighth Ave SE from Highway 30 to Brian Court and Scott Court.  The last time this was reviewed in 2017, the projected cost was $1,518,700.  Engineer Sarff also recommended adding in the drainage issue along the alley east of the day care center.  Mayor Hollerich asked about switching to do the proposed 2023 project area instead this year.  Some of the residents on the proposed 2023 project wanted the gravel streets improved.  Engineer Sarff and Public Works Supervisor Chaffee both indicated that there were underground infrastructure issues on all of the streets proposed in 2020.  After some discussion, it was the general consensus to proceed with the originally proposed 2020 project area.  Engineer Sarff explained the assessment and hearing process and presented a proposed schedule.  
Presentation:  Jon Klenk – Mapleton Fire Relief Schedules

Fire Relief President Klenk reported that the annual benefit is still $2,200 and no recommended increase at this time.  They currently have a surplus and no city contribution is needed at this time.  The relief board has also started updating the by-laws.  Administrator Woodruff noted that we have a really good relief board and they watch the investments closely.  
Unfinished Business
A.  Rental Ordinance – Open House September 9th
A letter will be going out to landlords about an open house on September 9th from 5-6:30 p.m.  

B. Day Care Open House (no date set yet)

Administrator Woodruff explained that the Maple River School staff is still reorganizing after the day care director left to take a different job.  No date has been set yet for the open house.  Mayor Hollerich noted that they are still planning on opening September 3rd.  He also stated that it looks really nice inside and the state inspector was impressed.    
New Business

A. Resolution 51-08-19 Resolution Preparing Report
Councilor Froehlich moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 51-08-19 ordering preparation of report on the 2020 street and utility improvement project with the addition of the alley east of the day care center.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Warner, Froehlich and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Maslakow.  Motion carried.
B. Request to raise chickens
Hilary Chaffee requested the council review the ordinances allowing chickens in town.  She would like to have three laying hens to sustain her family.  Mayor Hollerich stated that this was discussed in 2013 and the council voted against allowing chickens after a survey and public hearing.  However, since several cities in Minnesota now allow chickens, he was willing to revisit the issue to gage the current public opinion.  Councilor Warner asked how they would stay warm over winter.  Councilor Froehlich expressed concern with neighbor’s dogs.  Mayor Hollerich requested more information about what other cities have allowed and a sample ordinance.  

C. Resolution 52-08-09 Resolution adding concrete extension splash pad

Public Works Chaffee explained there are some areas around the splash pad and by the shower that are always wet.  He recommended installing a storm sewer line and a concrete extension.  Mayor Hollerich stated that this was definitely needed by the shower and he liked the idea of more concreate area for people to be.  Councilor Froehlich noted that there had been a lot of traffic there this summer and thinks it could be a big attraction if the concession stand was open.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee noted that there were several busses of kids that used the splash pad this summer.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Froehlich seconded to adopt Resolution 52-08-19 adding concrete extension and storm sewer line around splash pad.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Warner, Froehlich and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Maslakow.  Motion carried.

D. September meeting dates

It was the general consensus of the council to move the September meeting dates to September 9th and September 24th.  
E. Resolution 53-08-19 Hiring Bartender

Deputy Clerk Olsen explained that more staff is needed to cover shifts.  Councilor Froehlich moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 53-08-19 hiring Amanda Uhrich as a part time bartender pending a background check.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Warner, Froehlich and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Maslakow.  Motion carried.

F. Resolution 54-08-19 Rural Service District

Administrator Woodruff explained this is an annual formality.  There was no change to the properties this year.  Mayor Hollerich explained that these agricultural parcels are within city limits and don’t have any city services.  If the land is improved then they will be removed from the rural service district.  
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Froehlich seconded to adopt Resolution 54-08-19 approving the Rural Service District.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Warner, Froehlich and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Maslakow.  Motion carried.

G. Cat impoundment

Administrator Woodruff explained that Blue Earth County Sheriff is providing police coverage for a lot of towns in Blue Earth County.  The sheriff’s department will no longer impound cats.  Lake Crystal also recently made the decision to no longer impound cats.  Administrator Woodruff asked if the council wanted to change the ordinance to no longer impound cats.  Mayor Hollerich clarified that the city pays the impound fee if the cat is not claimed and is adopted.  Dogs tend to get claimed and the owner pays the impound fee.  Since the cats generally do not get claimed, he questioned if they are really someone’s pet.  It was the general consensus to discuss this further at the next police quarterly meeting.  
H. Budget 2020

Deputy Clerk Olsen highlighted budget items for 2020.  Councilor Warner felt that $1,000 was not enough for tree removal since there are several older Ash trees on boulevards.  It was suggested to increase that line item to $2,000 - $3,000.  Councilor Warner suggested more money be dedicated to sidewalk replacement.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee indicated that increasing the budget to $10,000 has really made a difference but did not feel that $25,000 was needed.  Mayor Hollerich was in favor of increasing the sidewalk budget to $15,000 for a few years to get caught up on the bad sidewalk sections.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee will explore the cost effectiveness of purchasing a used dump truck for snow and rock hauling.  Councilor Warner asked if public works needs a third vehicle with three full-time employees.  Public Works Chaffee has been exploring some options.  
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Froehlich seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:14 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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