CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 5, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Kyle Sieh, Dan Sohre, Bob and Andrea Johnson
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 7/15/14
B. Bills totaling  $236,899.98
C. Mailing to residents
D. Meter replacement mailing

E. Letter from Enventis

F. FEMA update

G. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Dan Sohre - batting cage was added as Unfinished business item 2.
Miscellaneous was added as New Business item H.

Police Quarterly was added to the agenda.

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Police Quarterly

Police Chief Honsey reported the following:

· Reviewed 2015 budget

· Abdo house update – he obtained a building permit to remove the house.  

· Four-way stop on Main Street by the school

· More calls are requiring reports.    

Mayor Swanson thanked him for his report

Community Comment

Andrea Johnson asked when the tree in her front yard will be removed.  Administrator Woodruff explained that there is a list of trees yet to remove or trim from storm damage. Their trees will be looked at.   Bob requested their tree be placed at the top of the list since it has separated and is hollow inside.  Andrea asked why there are no parking signs on Smith Street.  Mayor Swanson replied that Smith Street will be seal coated.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for attending.     
Unfinished Business:

1. Resolution 32-07-14 Steel Roof for Library
Administrator Woodruff had requested two more bids, but they were not received.  The council may select the low bit or the council may state that they want the work done by a licensed contractor.  The council should also state that they want all bids to come from a licensed contractors in the future.  Administrator Woodruff reminded the council that she had received a grant to pay for a portion of this project.  Councilor Treanor asked if a licensed contractor has more expertise.  Councilor Schultz asked if a contractor needs more training to install the steel shingles.  Councilor Etherington felt the contractor should be licensed.  Councilor Etherington also felt that the library steps should be redone and possibly make the building handicapped accessible.   Administrator Woodruff can look for another grant for the steps.  Councilor Christian felt that a licensed contractor would protect everyone.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 32-07-14 approving steel roof for library hiring Ron Schultz to do the work.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.    
2.  Dan Sohre – batting cage

Dan Sohre met with baseball association members and they came up with a proposal for two batting cages with storage shed near the Lincoln Street bathrooms between the ball fields.  Mr. Sohre explained the proposal.  This summer the softball association had over 80 kids and baseball association had over 160 kids in their programs.  The organizations would donate the materials and labor.  Mr. Sohre asked if the city would insure the cages, fence and shed.  Councilor Schultz noted that Water Operator Johnson felt this area would be better than by the water tower.  Mr. Sohre felt that the batting cages and practice area would get used a lot.  They would like to get the cement poured this fall and possibly put up the shed.  Councilor Schultz felt this would be a nice addition to the complex.  It was the consensus of the council to approve the proposal for batting cages, fence and shed.  Administrator Woodruff will check on the insurance.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for working on this plan with both organizations.  
New Business

A. Resolution 40-08-14 Pay Review Liquor Store 
Administrator Woodruff stated that minimum wage increased August 1st and the starting bartender wage is just slightly above minimum wage.  The bartenders have a lot of responsibility and have increased responsibility with the gambling booths.  Mayor Swanson presented the pay increase for the Administrator and Deputy Clerk for the increased duties at the liquor store.  Mayor Swanson felt this is a legitimate request and things seem to be going well.  Councilor Treanor and Mayor Swanson both felt that good employees should be rewarded with decent pay.  Councilor Christian felt that if we are making more money and have good staff then this proposal is fine.  Councilor Schultz explained that the city is still saving a large chunk of money by not hiring a new manager.  He noted that there is also increased responsibility and increased work for the existing staff.    Councilor Etherington did not feel that Administrator Woodruff and Deputy Clerk Olsen should be working at the liquor store.  He was opposed to increasing the starting bartenders wage and felt it is a minimum wage position.  Deputy Clerk Olsen pointed out that the bartenders are responsible for dispensing a controlled substance and knowing when to cut people off.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 40-08-14 approving pay increase for liquor store.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Motion carried.    
B. Resolution 41-08-14 Draw Request #4
Dan Sarff will attend a future council meeting to give an update on the project.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 41-08-14 approving draw request #4 from Holtmeier Construction in the amount of $136,2941.55.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 42-08-14 Hiring Bartender
Mayor Swanson read the resolution and explained that this is not an added position but to relieve some hours from other workers.  Deputy Clerk Olsen explained that more people are needed to rotate with others on Sundays and during the weekday supper hours.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 42-08-14 hiring Jodi Kunkel as a part time bartender, contingent on passing a background check.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Abstain:  Etherington.  Motion carried.

D. Spraying for mosquitoes
Administrator Woodruff explained she had asked on Facebook and the city email list if the residents wanted the city to spray for mosquitos.  There was a huge response with 119 were in favor and eight against.  A chemical supplier stated the chemical for dog flea and ticks is more harmful than the mosquito spray.  It is cheaper to purchase the machine and do the spraying ourselves.  There is a possibility that equipment could be rented from another town.  Councilor Treanor noted that there was a lot of interest in spraying.  Councilor Schultz stated that he hasn’t noticed as many mosquitos lately.  He felt more public education regarding standing water as a breeding ground is needed.  Mayor Swanson told the council about his West Nile experience.  He suggested the new council should make the decision about mosquito spraying.  Councilor Schultz suggested possibly mosquito spraying before relay for life and town and country days.    
E. Rural Taxing District information
At a previous council meeting some farmers attended regarding the taxes on their ag property inside city limits.  There was discussion about a rural taxing district.  Administrator Woodruff put together an ordinance.  She noted that if the rural district taxes are reduced, all of the other property taxes in town would be increased to make up the difference.  Administrator Woodruff has found only one parcel of property that would meet the criteria.  If the council is interested in adopting the ordinance, a public hearing is needed before passage.  It was the general consensus of the council to schedule the public hearing.  

F. Upcoming dances 
The Heather Curling Club is having their dance on September 13.  The fire department’s dance is on September 27th.  Administrator Woodruff did not receive any complaints last year about either dance.  It is the consensus of the council to allow both of the dances.    
G. Workshop for 2015 budget
The council will hold a budget workshop on Tuesday August 26th at 6 pm. 
H. Miscellaneous
Administrator Woodruff reported the following:

· Casey’s is waiting for the state’s permission to remove the tank.  Then the property will be listed for sale.  

· Reviewed information that will be sent out to all residents in mailing.  Mayor Swanson asked if she could include mosquito information in the mailing.  

· She will collect the Highway 22 petition on Friday.  At the last count there were 282 signatures.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:11 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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