CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, August 6, 2013

Members present:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Police Chief Honsey, Laramy Lawson, John Klenk, Keith McCutchen, Tim Royce   

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger, Kyle Ochsner, Jason Klein, Chris Huck, Kevin Etherington

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Swanson read the letter regarding fire fighter.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 7/18/13

B. Bills totaling $198440.61

C. Letter from MNDOT

D. Letter regarding fire fighter Jeff Moore

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Dog Park was added as new item G.

Unfinished item B-Kabota mower-was tabled.

Councilor Etherington requested addition of new item H of Miscellaneous KEYC/violations.

Councilor Schultz and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.
Police Quarterly Report 
Police Chief Honsey reported the following were discussed at their quarterly meeting:

· 2014 budget plans

· Policy updates

· Positive contact plans

· Ordinance violations – commercial

· Riffles

Councilor Etherington questioned if all of the traffic stops received tickets.  Police Chief Honsey stated that not all of them result in a citation.  The previous time he looked that statistic up, it was approximately 20% had a citation issued.  

Presentations:

· John Klenk & Keith McCutchen Fire Relief Schedules

Keith McCutchen presented the Fire Relief Pension Schedule with the council.  There are no additional required contributions from the city this year.  Mr. McCutchen stated that they are doing a good job maintaining the investments.  Jon Klenk also noted that the generous donations from the community help defray the cost of equipment so they don’t need to ask the council for as much money.  Mayor Swanson thanked them for the report and to keep up the good work. 

· Kyle Ochsner regarding chickens within city limits 

Kyle Ochsner requested permission to have six hen chickens with the permission of neighbors within 300 feet.  Mayor Swanson noted that in the past the council denied requests for pot bellied pigs and pigmy goats.  The ordinance would have to be changed if this was to be allowed.  Jason Klein was also present because the police had received a complaint about his chickens.  Mr. Klein currently has twelve chickens, twelve ducks and three sheep.  He pointed out that his property is a four and one-half acre previous farm site that is surrounded by trees on three sides.  His adjacent neighbor is his father who has had various livestock for several years.  Mr. Klein noted that people couldn’t see his chickens unless one trespasses on this property; there is no smell, and usually only the ducks make some noise when they are being fed.  He felt that the traffic noises from Highway 30 were greater than the noise his animals made.  Mr. Klein proposed the following revision to the city ordinance:  require a minimum of one acre of land, animal limits not to exceed county limits, and no obnoxious animals such as noisy peacocks or smelly hogs.  He felt it was important to teach his kids about self-sustaining green living.  He was not trying to offend anybody, however he does want to resurrect the pond for ducks and geese.  He thanked the council for their consideration.  Kevin Etherington spoke up that he would also like to raise chickens because it is patriotic.  He proposed no lot size limits and an ordinance similar to Mankato or Fairmont.  Mayor Swanson noted that some communities have had problems with people getting tired of the chickens and they are let loose into the community.    Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to table this issue for more research.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Administrator Woodruff will let the concerned citizens know when this issue will be discussed again.  

· Chris Huck – baseball field

Chris Huck explained the baseball association would like to install a batting cage by the tennis courts.  This would consist of a 16 x 85 foot concrete slab with posts and lights off the tennis court fence.  He felt that bleachers could be put on the concrete during the tennis season.  He estimates the cost to be between $11,000 and $13,000.  Every year they plan on contributing $500 to a fund for net replacement.  Jeff Moore had previously talked to Water Operator Johnson about the field drainage issue.  The baseball association did some soil samples and estimate that there are approximately fifteen semi loads of clay under the field.  They feel this is why the field does not drain.  There was a discussion about bringing in red chip, however Caswell Park in Mankato says that it blows away when it is dry.  The baseball association wants to be involved with any changes that are made to the field and Jeff Cole would like the B & C squads to play there games in Mapleton.  Mayor Swanson was in support of these requests because keep kids active is important and has a ripple effect of parents spending money while they are in town.  Councilor Schultz suggested the school be approached about a possible joint venture for ball field improvements.  Chris Huck will put together a plan for the batting cage and attend a future meeting.  Mayor Swanson thanked him for attending.  

Unfinished Business:

A. Hardware Store update:  Phase 1 environmental report, Resolution 38-08-13

Councilor Schultz explained that the purchase agreement is contingent upon a Phase 1 environmental report of the lot next to the hardware store.  The closing on this property is scheduled for August 30th.  The EDA funds will pay for this assessment.  Councilor Etherington asked if the city is purchasing the property.  Councilor Schultz replied that the city is purchasing it and then selling it right away.  Glacial Lakes came highly recommended to do this assessment.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 38-08-13 approving Glacial Lakes to provide a Phase 1 environmental site assessment for 216 Main St NE.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 36-08-13 Police Policy Update and Addition

Police Chief Honsey explained that there were mandated changes from the POST Board.  There is also an additional policy about data use and data privacy.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 36-08-13 approving police policy update.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 37-08-13 Purchase Rifles for Police Department      

Police Chief Honsey reported that Mapleton is one of the few departments in the area that does not have rifles.  This is a safety issue for the officers.  Funds will come from the special equipment fund from a portion the administrative tickets.  Councilor Etherington felt that the current Vietnam era M16s should work fine.  Police Chief Honsey explained that they are on loan from the army, have a tendency to jam and have no slings.  Councilor Etherington stated that they would wait for swat anyway.  Police Chief Honsey stated that not necessarily, it depended on the situation.  Mayor Swanson thought this was an important safety purchase.  Councilor Schultz felt this was a good use of the ticket funds.  Councilor Schultz moved and Mayor Swanson seconded to adopt Resolution 37-08-13 approving purchase of rifles for police department.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  Etherington.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion carried.        

C. Resolution 39-08-13 Sanitary Sewer Inspection

Administrator Woodruff explained that it is routine maintenance to clean and televise a portion of the sanitary sewer each year.  Councilor Schultz asked how much was budgeted.  Administrator Woodruff replied that $10,000 was budgeted.  She also explained that there are no tapes of the planned televising areas.  The city has used Empire Pipe several times in the past.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 39-08-13 approving Empire Pipe Services to clean and televise 3,000 feet of sewer line.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Treanor and Christian.  Motion carried.    

D. Yard of the Month  

John Truebenbach was chosen as the Yard of the Month winner.

E. Clock in Library Park

Administrator Woodruff stated that the clock has not worked correctly since it was installed in 2006 at a cost of $2,755.52.  The clock was not designed for outside use.  Administrator Woodruff had an estimate from Mike Kunkel to update the assemblies for approximately $2,000 or update the entire clock with automatic time adjustment for approximately $3,400.  There would also be installation costs in addition to the parts.  The Beautification Committee raised the funds for the clock originally.  Councilor Schultz noted that the previous attempts to fix the clock did not work.  It was the consensus of the council to table this issue until all members are present.  

F. Budget Workshop

The council will hold a budget workshop on August 13th at 6 p.m.

G. Dog Park

A resident requested the city make a dog park. Mayor Swanson noted that an area would need to be fenced in.  It was the consensus of the council to deny the dog park request at this time.   

H. KEYC TV/Violations

Councilor Etherington asked how KEYC heard about the nuisance property that they recently did a story about.  Police Chief Honsey explained that a neighbor down the street called KEYC and complained that the city was not doing anything about the property.  KEYC then got the court records and came to interview Police Chief Honsey.  Mayor Swanson felt that Police Chief Honsey did a good job explaining the situation on camera.  The council and Police Chief Honsey discussed the process and requirements for junk vehicles.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:29 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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