CITY OF MAPLETON
COUNCIL MINUTES
Monday, September 10, 2018

Members present:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Absent:  Christian.    
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Assistant Duncanson, Chief Honsey, Public Works Chaffee, Fireman Chief Froehlich, Mike Bammert, Andy Birr. 
Others present:  Ann Froehlich, Tanya Winters, Todd Lenzer, John Treanor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance
All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt the agenda with the changes.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  

Consent Agenda
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
1. Minutes 8-21-18
1. Bills totaling $121,799.90
1. Zoning Permits
1. Public Notice for Meeting Change
1. Bill from Bolton and Menk

Community Comment
No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business
A.  Tanya Winters-Water usage Appeal
Tanya Winters was present to appeal the cost of the meter repair.  Administrator Woodruff gave a recap of events.  Ms. Winter’s water was shut off in March for non-payment after receiving a shut off notice.  The meter was checked in April and it showed no usage and the water was off.  Her water shut off was checked in August and it was discovered that the water was back on.  At that time public works shut her water off again.  Administrator Woodruff received several emails from Ms. Winters demanding that her water be turned back on.  She was advised of the amount due and that her water meter needed to be checked before the water was turned back on as the meter was not showing any usage.  On August 13th, public works discovered that someone had turned Ms. Winter’s water on again.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee and Public Works Operator Thompson went into Ms. Winter’s home and discovered that the head had been taken off the meter as the pin had been broken.  They replaced the water meter at that time.  Ms. Winter paid for the water meter and is making payments through the end of September to get her water bill paid off.  Ms. Winters wanted to see an invoice from the water meter manufacturer explaining how the meter was tampered.  She claimed that the water meter was the same as how it was installed.  She also claimed that the water was never shut off in March.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee explained there is a pin that secures the meter to the head.  Anytime the head is removed, the head of the pin breaks off.  It was very evident that the meter had been tampered with as the pin was broken.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee stated that the pin in not damaged by itself as something like a nail would have to be stuck in the hole.  He also explained that when they replaced her water meter, they secured the meter with a lead secure device that wraps around both nipples and the meter itself and is stamped.  Mayor Hollerich asked Ms. Winters how the meter head came off.  She replied that she had no clue.  Her boyfriend also claimed that the meter had not been touched.  Mayor Hollerich stated that the meter had been touched by someone as the meter had been working up until their water was shut off.  After the water was turned off in March, there was no usage recorded on the water meter.  Mayor Hollerich stated that once the water meter is installed in your house it is your responsibility to make sure that it isn’t tampered with.  Ms. Winters did not understand why someone would tamper with the water meter.  Mayor Hollerich replied that someone would tamper with the meter so that it doesn’t show water usage.  Mayor Hollerich asked if any council members were interested in removing the water meter fee.  All council members stood with the original decision to bill Ms. Winters for the water meter.  Mayor Hollerich stated that Ms. Winters appeal is denied.  Ms. Winters did not feel the city could turn her water off on a Friday.  She stated that her water was not turned off in March as she had water.  Mayor Hollerich asked Ms. Winters for a copy of the law that she is referring to.  Mayor Hollerich asked if she was referring to the cold weather rule.  Administrator Woodruff checked with Minnesota Rural Water to see if there was a law about shutting water off on a Friday.  They advised Administrator Woodruff that there is just the cold weather rule, otherwise there is no such law prohibiting water being shut off on a Friday.  Administrator Woodruff noted that the water was shut off in March on Wednesday.  Ms. Winters started citing something about utility companies cannot ask you to pay more than ten percent of monthly household income is you are low income. Police Chief Honsey noted that referred to electric and gas utilities, not water.  Mayor Hollerich stated that if it is a law and applies to water, then the council can look at it.  Police Chief Honsey mentioned that the Minnesota Attorney General’s office handles these types of complaints.  
B. Tanya Winter Final Ordinance Notice Appeal
Mayor Hollerich explained this is for the amount of the cleanup of her property that will be assessed against her property.  Ms. Winter’s boyfriend stated that according to the city ordinance, there can be 4 vehicles on a property.  When the city took their property, there were two vehicles on their property that had tabs on them and were drivable.  Administrator Woodruff stated that there were pictures taken of the vehicles and they were not drivable.  Boyfriend complained that the city took seven sections of privacy fence along Troendle Street that were in compliance.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they never had a permit approved.  They claimed that they were never sent notice that the permit was not approved.  Administrator Woodruff stated that they were sent notice.  Ms. Winters complained that a walk around her house was never done.  She also stated that she had places for all of her stuff but the city wouldn’t work with her.   Police Chief Honsey stated that he had been working with her since 2012 and she was given more time each year and ended up with a citation multiple times because she never followed through over all of those years.  They also complained that there was a skid loader in the back of a truck that was not theirs and the city took it.  Ms. Winters complained that the car that was taken was her son’s and he had nothing to do with this issue.  They felt that they were wronged by not being made aware of any auction of their property and not being provided an inventory listing of the property taken.  Boyfriend stated that they will be suing the city.  There was a general consensus of the city council to deny the appeal.  


New Business
A. Resolution 55-09-18 Proposed Budget and Tax levy
Mayor Hollerich shared with the council 2019 proposed budget and decreasing the levy to 1%. Councilman Etherington thanked Woodruff for all work she does for the city. Mayor Hollerich pointed out the city was working very hard to decrease the tax levy.
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 55-09-18 Proposed Budget and Tax levy.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Resolution 56-09-18 Budget hearing Date
Mayor Hollerich present the council with the proposed budget date for 2019, the date has been set for December 4, 2018 Mapleton Fire Station at 7:00 p.m.
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 56-09-18 Selecting Budget hearing date for City of Mapleton.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

C. Administrator Woodruff asked the council for approval on adopting an expenditure policy. Allowing Police Chief, Fire Chief, and Public Works Supervisor to make purchases up to $2000.00 without prior council or city Administrator and Mayor Approval as long as they are within budget.  It was a consensus of the council to have administrator Woodruff put together a policy for the council to review.

Mayor Hollerich presented the council about an increase in pay for Mayor and Council members. He informed the council the last increase was in 2007. There was some investigation done to check with other city our same size to see what they are paying. Councilmen Etherington suggested a 2% increase annual. Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt to increase pay by 2%  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.
D. 

E. Resolution 57-09-18 approving squad car-
 Chief Honsey presented the council with options for 2019 to purchase or lease a squad car. Honsey shared with the council the different options in cost between purchasing or leasing for 2019 it would cost $7,551.80 more to lease. Therefore it was resolved by the city council on Mapleton MN to Purchase a new squad car for 2019 in the amount of $28,689.00 Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 57-09-18 Approving Squad car.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.

F. Chief Froehlich was asked to find a City in dire need to sell or donate the old fire truck. Chief Froehlich found 3 town he thought would be great candidates to donate the truck to. Mayor Hollerich asked what the council thought they should do and it was brought up that we need to talk with the Townships on what their thoughts are about donating the truck to a city in-need. Administrator Woodruff was directed to contact the townships.

G. Administrator Woodruff reminded the council of Larry Johnson retirement party on Wednesday September 12.
H. Mayor Hollerich asked the council witch concepts they looked for the HWY 22 project. The council agreed on concept D but preferred E.

I. Resolution 58-09-18 Approving sump pump line behind Smith Court
Public works Supervisor Chaffee explained to the council the conditions of the old tile line on Smith Court, the tile line need to be repaired to avoid having water problems in the future. 
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 58-09-18 Approving sump pump line behind Smith Court.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.
  
Councilor Warner and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.    

Recorded by Amber Duncanson.


__________________________		____________________________
John Hollerich, Mayor						Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

