CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 15, 2015
Members present:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Christian absent.       

Staff members present:  Deputy Clerk Olsen
Others present:  Sara Hein -Maple River Messenger, Dan Anderson-Maple River School superintendent, Dan Sohre-Maple River School Board Member
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Resolution 42-09-15 ice machine was added as New Business item D.
Tree trimming update was added as New Business item E.
Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/1/15
B. Bills totaling  $70,128.35
C. Zoning Board minutes 9/14/15
D. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.   
Presentation:

Maple River School Superintendent Dan Anderson presented information about the upcoming school referendum for a new k-12 school building.  The aging facilities and operating costs are such that it is more feasible to build a new building than repair three aging buildings.  There will be a community meeting Wednesday, September 23rd at the school gym.  Mayor Hollerich asked if the land site will be approved before the vote.  Mr. Anderson replied that he is working on an agreement and hopes to have it finalized before the vote.  Councilor Treanor asked who is paying for infrastructure to the new site.  Mr. Anderson replied it depends on which site is chosen.  Mayor Hollerich stated that there is a lot of information out there and not everything that is being talked about is correct.  Dan Sohre stated that as school board members, they are trying to make sure that everyone is informed and making an informed decision.  There is a lot of good information on the school website.  Mayor Hollerich asked about the operational savings of approximately $600,000 if a new school is built.  Mr. Anderson replied that a lot of that conservative figure is in operating three facilities.  Modern mechanical equipment would reduce heating costs tremendously.  There would also be a reduction in staff and services because right now three of everything is needed.  The school has done a fair share of reductions and does the best they can with what they have.  They are at the point that the school board needs to start looking at other options to reduce costs rather than more reduction in programs.  Mayor Hollerich asked about what would happen to the current buildings.  Mr. Anderson replied that they will first try to repurpose the buildings.  However, they do not want the buildings to stay empty.  Money has been designated in the referendum to demo the buildings and return the property to green space.  Mr. Anderson thanked the council for their time.      
New Business

A. Resolution 40-9-15 Certify Delinquent accounts to taxes

Mayor Hollerich noted that this is done annually and there was an updated list on the table.  Deputy Clerk Olsen added that two people on the list indicated they will pay yet this week.  The list will be sent to Blue Earth County in October.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 39-09-15 certifying delinquent utility accounts and other delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2016.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  
B. Resolution  40-9-15 replace city hall door and sidelight
Mayor Hollerich noted the door at city hall is rusting and the glass is cracked.  Councilor Etherington asked if this is below the minimum dollar amount to go out for bids.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 09-40-15 replacing door and side light at city hall at a cost of $2,550.00  Roll Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 41-9-15 Temporary office help 
Mayor Hollerich noted that Darla Ward turned in her resignation.  Andrea Johnson is next on list.  Councilor Etherington felt that a liquor store manager should be hired so that Administrator Woodruff and Deputy Clerk Olsen could spend more time doing office work.  Councilor Treanor felt that the liquor store was moving in the right direction and didn’t want to do any changes at the liquor store.  Deputy Clerk Olsen explained that more office help was needed at city hall before previous Liquor Store Manager Leslie Johnson resigned.  Mayor Hollerich noted there are still things that could get done with the assistance of another person.  There was some discussion about Andrea Johnson qualifications.  Deputy Clerk Olsen stated that Mrs. Johnson had worked for the city for a number of years before going to work at Nicollet County in the early 1990’s.  Although the computer programs have changed, the basic processes are still the same and Deputy Clerk Olsen felt that Mrs. Johnson would catch on quickly.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 41-09-15 approving temporary staff position and hiring Andrea Johnson.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  Etherington.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.   
D. 42-09-15 ice machine

Deputy Clerk Olsen reported that the 14 year old ice maker is no longer making ice.  The part would cost over $1,000 and she suspected there is also something wrong with the control box.  Councilor Treanor stated this is the cost of doing business.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 42-09-15 approving new ice machine for liquor store from Mankato Refrigeration at a cost of $4,198.08.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Treanor, Maslakow and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian.  Motion carried.    
E. Tree trimming update
Mayor Hollerich noted that Pfeffer Tree Trimming went over budget by about $1,500.  They donated the overage so that the bill didn’t go over the budgeted amount of $5,000.  He felt that Pfeffer’s did a good job.   

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:27 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – September 15, 2015 – Page 3 of 3

