CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 2, 2014
Members present:  Schultz, Etherington, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger, Cindy Wishart, Amy Robbins, Carrie Rice-Eventis
Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station. 
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/19/14
B. Bills totaling  $28,769.01
C. Public Hearing Notice
D. Revised copy of Frozen Service Line Policy

E. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Building at 210 Main St Northeast was added as New Business item E.
Fire Quarterly report was added to the agenda.

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Fire Quarterly

Fire Chief Froehlich reported the following:

·   There have been 123 calls year to date
· Repairs were done on the township tankers

· Repairs were don on the pumpers

· Installed new lights.  It turned out to be more than they could do themselves so Alpha Wireless finished the installation.  There is a noticeable difference when they respond to a call as cars slow down sooner and pull over.  They would like to install new lights on another truck or two next year.  

· The dance if September 27th featuring Lookout Drive.  They plan to have an open house from 6-7:30 pm with the dance starting at 8 pm.  

· Councilor Schultz asked about the radios and cell phone notification system.  Fire Chief Froehlich responded that it has been working better lately.  The phone upgrade includes a map of where they are headed.  

Mayor Swanson thanked him for his report and to keep up the good work.  
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.  

Public Hearing – Rural Taxing District
Mayor Swanson closed the council meeting and opened the public hearing at 7:13 pm.  Mayor Swanson read the public hearing notice.   Administrator Woodruff explained that last year some gentleman attended a council meeting and talked about the taxes on their agricultural property in city limits.  The purpose of a rural taxing district is for those who have agricultural land and receive no services.  Administrator Woodruff believes that there is for sure one property and possibly two or three total that would meet the qualifications of the rural taxing district.  This means that they would pay taxes at the township rate rather than the city rate.  The criteria is strict because if the rate is lowered for the rural taxing district properties, the taxes on the rest of the properties in town is raised to make up the difference in lost revenue.  Mayor Swanson asked what other cities have done.  Administrator Woodruff replied that some other cities have adopted similar ordinances.  A requirement of passing the ordinance is to hold a public hearing.  After the ordinance is approved, the agricultural land owners would need to fill out the application and submit it for council approval annually.  Councilor Christian clarified that approval is on a case by case basis.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the council would review each application individually to see if the land meets the qualifications.  Councilor Etherington commented that since no one was in attendance for the public hearing, none of the landowners must be interested in such an ordinance.  Mayor Swanson noted that residents are concerned about their taxes going up, but he questioned if it is ethical for someone to be taxed at a higher rate if they receive no services.  Mayor Swanson closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:32.

Presentation:  Enventis Representative

Carrie Rice from Eventis asked if the letter that she has sent answered the council’s questions.  There are no plans to change services immediately.  Councilor Schultz asked how much longer they will operate under Eventis.  Ms. Rice did not know what the plans are at this time.  Councilor Schultz explained that his concern at the previous council meeting was that the good service continues.  Ms. Rice stated that they will continue to operate under the same stipulations as the franchise agreement that was signed seven years ago.  Mayor Swanson thanked her for attending.  
Unfinished Business:

1. Resolution 43-08-14 Franchise Agreement
Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 43-08-14 approving franchise agreement consent to change control.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion Carried.    
2.  Rural Taxing District Ordinance

Passage of the ordinance died for lack of a motion.  
3. Water meter charge
Administrator Woodruff asked if residents who paid for new water meters in the past three years needed to pay for a new water meter.  This was tabled at the previous meeting for more council input.  Councilor Treanor felt that everyone should have to pay equally for the water meters and the city is updating the meters for a reason.  Councilor Schultz stated that the meters need to be changed and they are not paying full price for the meters.  Councilor Christian agreed that everyone else is paying for the new meters.  It was the consensus to charge everyone for the new meters.  Mayor Swanson noted that the installation personnel did a good job installing his new meter.  
New Business

A. Sale of Generator 
Mayor Swanson read the prepared materials in the council packet.  Mayor Swanson asked if there was any trade in credit on the new generator.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the new generator is part of the project and it was not bid that way.  Mayor Swanson asked about salvage value at B & R Salvage.  Administrator Woodruff replied that the city would not receive that much money for it.  Councilor Christian asked if the generator could be used anywhere else in the city.  Administrator Woodruff replied that there are already generators for the water and fire department.  Councilor Treanor noted that the values listed for the generator was a wide range.  Administrator Woodruff will call Generator Service to see what they feel the generator is worth.  Then she will call Minnesota Lake to notify them we are interested in selling the generator.  
B. Resolution 45-09-14 Truck Ramp
Mayor Swanson explained that the trucks that unload at Dietz’s drive over the curb across the street on First Avenue N.E. and this is causing the curb to break up.  He recommended the city replace the curb with a drive over curb and concrete the boulevard.  Mayor Swanson also noted that Cindy Wishart did not request this as it was his idea.  Mrs. Wishart said that her delivery drivers would greatly appreciate this as she does get four semi-trucks per week and several other larger delivery trucks.  Administrator Woodruff explained the differences in the two options.  Mayor Swanson felt this was an EDA item to help a business and improve the looks of downtown.  Mrs. Wishart was concerned that the residents who lived across the street would think this area could be used for parking.  The council would like the curb painted yellow so that cars are not in the way of the delivery trucks.  Mrs. Wishart requested notice of when this project would be done so that she could notify the delivery drivers.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 45-09-14 approving truck ramp Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz, Christian, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Sign Request
Residents requested a children at play sign on Fourth Avenue N.E between Main Street and Smith Street.  Residents said that traffic travels fast on this block.  Councilor Schultz noted that the council has previously discussed removing some children at play signs in neighborhoods where there are no longer small children.  He asked if a sign could be relocated to this block.  It was the consensus of the council to grant the request.  
D. MNDOT
Mayor Swanson read the prepared information.  Mayor Swanson would like a meeting with MNDOT to discuss the condition of Highway 22.  Councilor Schultz felt that MNDOT officials should spend a week driving on the highway.  He felt the council should meet with MNDOT to get clarification on how long the 2017-2018 replacement project would be delayed if an overlay is done.  He also asked if they would still replace the bridges as planned.  Administrator Woodruff will invite MNDOT to a council meeting.  
E. Building at 210 Main St NE
The building at 210 Main Street NE was hit by a vehicle and how has a large hole in it and it has caused structural issues with the front of the building.  There was a meeting with Ron Johnson, the property owner.  At this time there is not decision from the insurance adjustor yet.  The city attorney said that the city needs to give the owner time.  The barricades are taking up three parking spaces at Dietz foods and also Main Street.  There is concern that the building is not secure.  There is a backhoe bucket braced against the front of the building, but after time the hydraulics drain down and the bucket is not always flush against the building.  The property owner had told Mrs. Wishart that building will not be fixed until the end of January and she was concerned this length of time.  Councilor Christian was concerned about the safety of children who may go up to the building and an injury could happen since the building does not appear stable.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the city needs to wait for the insurance adjustor’s decision.  Councilor Schultz asked what could be done with the front of the building to take care of the safety issued.  Mayor Swanson also noted that pedestrians cannot walk on the sidewalk in this area and are forced to walk in the street.  
Administrator Woodruff reported that the house at Fourth Ave SE was torn down last Thursday.   
Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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