CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 20, 2011

Members present:  Schultz, Etherington and Swanson. Absent:  Donovan and Christian.         

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen   

Others present:  Michael Koob-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Etherington questioned a bill.  

Councilor Schultz asked about the BEC Social Host Ordinance.  

Councilor Schultz asked how the state repealing the Market Value Homestead Credit would affect residents.  Administrator Woodruff explained everyone’s taxes would go up due to the state legislature’s actions.  

It was the consensus of the council to thank Wastewater Operator Bartholomew for saving money by sweeping up the seal coat rock.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 9-6-11

B. Bills totaling  $71,015.92 

C. Zoning Permits

D. BEC Social Host Ordinance

E. Market Value Homestead Credit 101

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Smoke testing was added as New Business Item B.

Councilor Etherington and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business

A. Garfield Street

Administrator Woodruff reported that Steve Ertman would mow half of the right-of-way by Landsteiner’s if he could park his vehicles there.  She recommended the best solution was to tell the Landsteiners that we would enforce the ordinance.  Councilor Schultz stated if the residents involved could have worked this out themselves, all of this could have been avoided.  Since the city attorney advised against an agreement, then neither party gets to park there.  It was the consensus of the council to table a decision until the next meeting when more council members are present.  

B. Background Check

Administrator Woodruff reported that the sample background check policy from the City of Minneapolis could be simplified to fit our city.  Mayor Swanson felt that the policy should be consistent for all departments.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the police and fire departments have different rules about their background checks due to the nature of their jobs.  Councilor Schultz asked about the insurance rules if someone has a prior DWI for driving city vehicles.  Administrator Woodruff will check and modify the policy.  

New Business

A. Resolution 55-09-11 Certify Delinquent Accounts to Taxes
Councilor Etherington thought one of the snow removal bills was taken care of.  Administrator Woodruff will look into it.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the list wouldn’t be submitted to the county for a couple of more weeks in case a few more payments come in.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 55-09-11 certifying delinquent utility accounts and other delinquent accounts for tax levy collectible in 2012.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan and Christian.  Motion carried.  

B. Smoke testing

Administrator Woodruff reported that this is a perfect time of year to do smoke testing since the ground is so dry.  The Public Works department is concerned about helping since they are both taking time off this fall.  The council discussed the proposal from Bolton and Menk.  Administrator Woodruff contacted Minnesota Rural Water this morning to get a price for doing the smoke testing.  They can probably do it for less money than the engineers.  Administrator Woodruff noted that a lot of the areas to be tested are questions from the 1985 report or have had problems.  The council discussed the options and thought that Bolton and Menk would give a more detailed report.  Administrator Woodruff noted that this step should be done as part of the I/I plan.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 56-09-11 approving Bolton and Menk to do the smoke testing.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Schultz and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Donovan and Christian.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:29 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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