CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 3, 2013

Members present:  Treanor, Schultz and Swanson.  Absent:  Etherington and Christian.   

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, Michael Bammert, Ben Honsey   

Others present:  Janelle Mathews-Maple River Messenger, Dan Nienaber-Mankato Free Press, Kyle Ochsner, Jason Klein, Kelli Rabenhorst, Shawn Andrews, Gary Altringer, Bob Johnson, Kyle Sieh 

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/20/13

B. Bills totaling $101,135.45

C. Public Hearing notice

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.
Fire Department Quarterly Report 
Fire Chief Froehlich reported the following were discussed at their quarterly meeting:

· Received the new SCBA packs.  Fire Chief Froehlich showed the packs and face pieces to the council.  

· The will be an open house on September 28th followed by the dance featuring the band Lookout Drive.  

· The new ISO rating is better than the previous rating.  Street and utility projects along with fire equipment upgrades helped with the better rating.  Bob Johnson asked if the report would be published.  Administrator Woodruff explained that the report is quite lengthy, but some of it will be published.  

Unfinished Business:

A. Urban Chicken Ordinance discussion

Administrator Woodruff explained the results of the survey, facebook and email responses.  There were 134 responses with 44% in favor of chickens and 56% not wanting chickens in town.  She received several copies of ordinances and put together a sample ordinance.  Mayor Swanson noted that larger cities have a full time animal control officer to deal with the various animal issues.  Administrator Woodruff noted that it would take a lot of staff time to license, inspect chicken coops, and ensure compliance with manure and carcasses.  Shawn Andrews spoke up in opposition of chickens in town.  Kyle Oschner asked who enforces the dog and cat ordinance.  He also noted that if the city does not pass the ordinance, there would be a number of people disappointed.  Administrator Woodruff replied that it is mostly the police, but all staff gets involved at some point with the dogs and cats.  The dog licenses are very time consuming.  Kelli Rabenhorst was in favor of chickens, but suggested the number of chickens be dependant on the size of one’s lot.  She did not see enforcement as a problem as neighbors will call if there is a problem.  Jason Klein explained he returned to Mapleton because one can do things here that are not allowed in other parts of the country.  Mayor Swanson mentioned a survey response that the chickens may draw predators into town.  He also noted that the city has turned down other requests for farm animals.  Councilor Schultz agreed with Councilor Christian’s response at a previous meeting that if the city allows chickens, it will not be easy to say no to other animal requests.  Councilor Schultz tried to talk to residents about chickens and his results were approximately two-thirds against and one-third for chickens.  He expressed concern about residents not taking care of the chickens and then just turning them lose.  Councilor Schultz felt at some point in time, the city leaders had a good reason to write the no farm animal ordinance.  He did not feel there was an overwhelming majority to overturn the existing ordinance.  Councilor Schultz spoke of other ways to support sustainability through community-supported agriculture.  Councilor Treanor stated that all of the people he talked to were against chickens in town.  Mayor Swanson noted that he also tried to ask people and also received two-thirds against and one-third for chickens.  However, the one-third in favor wanted limitations.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to not change the current ordinance regarding farm animals in town.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.   Mayor Swanson thanked all for participating.  

B. Hardware store update

Councilor Schultz reported that the Phase 1 environmental report came back clean.  Closing will be on Friday, September 06, 2013.  Then the city will turn around and sell it to the interested party that same day.  The plan is for them to have the hardware store open in the spring.  Mayor Swanson thanked Administrator Woodruff, Councilor Schultz and EDA board member Mike Johnson for all of their hard work on this project.  

New Business

A. Resolution 41-09-19 proposed Budget 2014

Administrator Woodruff explained the changes to the budget.  There was in increase in the debt levy and the general fund was increased five percent.  However, there were cuts in capital outlay and some area of the general fund.  Also, a transfer was made to the debt levy and there is an increase in LGA.  Overall the total increase to the budget at this time is 6.5%, which is half of last year’s increase.  Councilor Schultz encouraged her to keep looking for items to cut in the budget.  He explained that in December the final budget could be lower and that these numbers will help the auditor finalize the five-year plan.  

Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 41-09-13 adopting proposed 2014 budget and tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Etherington.  Motion carried.    

B. Resolution 42-09-13 Budget hearing date      

Mayor Swanson noted this resolution is a formality to hold the budget hearing on December 2, 2013.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 42-09-13 selecting budget hearing date.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Etherington.  Motion carried.            

C. Resolution 43-09-13 crosswalk on Highway 22

Administrator Woodruff explained that Jeff and Mike Kunkel are pushing the school for crosswalk lights on Highway 22.  The city needs to pass this resolution for MNDOT before they can move ahead with plans.  To date, there have been no discussions as to who will pay for the installation.  The city will pay for the monthly electricity.  Mayor Swanson stated that it has always been a concern to have students cross the busy highway.  Councilor Treanor moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 43-09-13 requesting crosswalk on Highway 22.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Etherington.  Motion carried.    

D. Resolution 44-09-13 Hazardous mitigation  

Administrator Woodruff explained that the city needs to have this in place if we are to ever receive assistance from FEMA.  The county recently updated the plan and all cities need to approve it.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Treanor seconded to adopt Resolution 44-09-13 adopting hazard mitigation plan.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Schultz, Treanor and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Christian and Etherington.  Motion carried.  

E. Yard of the Month

Chris and Michelle Langworthy were chosen as yard of the month winners.  

Mayor Swanson asked the new newspaper reporter to introduce herself.  Mayor Swanson welcomed her to Mapleton.  

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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