CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 4, 2012

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Fire Chief Froehlich, Liquor Store Manager Johnson

Others present:  Tyler Pieper-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Administrator Woodruff noted that there is a public hearing next Monday for the new Casey's store during the zoning meeting.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the consent agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 9/4/12

B. Bills totaling  $53793.05

C. Newsletter #2-2012 street project

D. Sertoma Recycling meeting

E. Completion hearing for Ditch 57

F. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Resolution 9-54-12 was added as New Business item C.

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Fire

Fire Chief Froehlich reported there were 9 calls, including 2 fires in the last month.  They were pleased with the turnout at the Fire Relief Dance.  The new tanker should be ready in October.  The e-dispatch system is up and running.  Upcoming trainings include a house burn, electric hybrid vehicles and the art of reading smoke.         

Liquor

Liquor Store Manager Johnson due to weather and lack of registration the Fire Relief dance and smokeoff was scaled back.  Upcoming events include Ryan Kimm, meat raffle and bean bag tourney.  Liquor Store Manager Johnson is looking forward to the new POS system.       

Mayor Swanson thanked all department heads for their reports.  

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    

Unfinished Business

A. Questionnaire on rental ordinance

Administrator Woodruff explained that due the large number of rental units in town, the rental ordinance would be a huge project.  Answers to the list of questions in the packet are needed to prepare the ordinance.  The council started discussing the list of questions.  Councilor Donovan requested a workshop to discuss if the council should even consider a rental ordinance.  He also stressed that all units need to be inspected by a trained inspector and everyone needs to be treated the same.  Councilor Schultz noted that the large number of rental units makes a rental ordinance a necessity.  Councilor Christian felt that more public input was needed.  It was the consensus to hold a workshop on September 20, 2012 at 7 p.m. at the VFW.  Mayor Swanson requested a copy of the nuisance ordinance for the workshop.  

B. Resolution 9-51-12 Preliminary budget

Administrator Woodruff explained that the budget is approximately the same as last year.  For now the preliminary is a seven percent increase.  Unless something drastically changes, it should be lower for the final approval in December.  Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 9-51-12 adopting proposed 2013 budget and tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 9-52-12 Public Hearing to vacate a portion of 4th Ave 

Administrator Woodruff explained that somehow in the process of vacating the 100 block of Fourth Ave NE, p portion in the middle was recorded as city property.  Mapleton Elevator requested this so that they can have access to the scales.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 9-52-12 approving public hearing to vacate a portion of Fourth Avenue between Main Street and Silver Street.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.      

B. Resolution 9-53-12 Draw Request

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 9-53-12 approving draw request number one from BCM Construction, Inc in the amount of $172,190.49.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.        

C. Resolution 9-54-12 Budget hearing dates

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 9-54-12 selecting the budget hearing date.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

D. Yard of the Month

  Bob and Mary Reeves were chosen as yard of the month.  

 Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:11 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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