CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 5, 2017
Members present:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.    
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen,  
Others present:  Sara Hein-Maple River Messenger
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/15/17 & 8/22/17
B. Bills totaling $111,637.35
C. Zoning Permits
D. Solar Garden update
E. Leaf Vac Schedule

F. Troendle Update

G. Fire Relief Schedule

H. Staff written reports

Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business

1. Nuisance Property of Tanya Winters – working on time line for clean up
Administrator Woodruff reported that Bob Reeves and Police Chief Honsey are working on a date to get the property cleaned up.  Councilor Etherington asked if the residents could create a problem by putting a lock on the fence.  Administrator Woodruff stated that the fence should come down as it is not in compliance.  Mayor Hollerich asked for the city attorney’s opinion if the fence could be removed as it wasn’t on the original court order.  
2. Day Care Center update

Mayor Hollerich explained there is a task force that is working to figure out how to reopen the day care center.  They are looking for grants to get it open.  The school district is interested in running it through the community education program.  They are also willing to help with staffing and staff training.  There are outstanding bills of approximately $11,000 which are mostly payroll taxes and utilities.  The EDA will meet to discuss loaning the Child Care Center money to pay off debt.  Once they are back in operation, they can pay back the EDA loan.  It is estimated that it will cost approximately $40,000 to get the center up and running again.  Mayor Hollerich pointed out that there is a huge need for day care in the area.  
3. United Church Request
The United Church had request the city give them funds for the parking lot since it is being used during the street project.  Councilor Warner noted that the parking lot was in terrible condition long before the street project.  He recommended paying the church for the convenience of parking lot usage but not admitting to any damages that may or may not have been caused during the street project.  Mayor Hollerich reiterated that any money given to the church would not be for perceived destruction, but a thank you for use of the lot during construction.  There was discussion about also giving money to the nursing home also as their lot was also used.  The council discussed what was a fair amount to give to the United Church and Mapleton Community Home.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Christian seconded to give $3,000 to both the United Church of Mapleton and the Mapleton Community Home as a token of appreciation for use of their parking lots during the street construction on Troendle St SW.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
New Business

A. Dead End sign request  
Gary Pankake had requested a dead end sign at the corner of Eighth Ave SE and Mabel Court.  Councilor Warner felt this was a worthwhile request and stated that Mr. Pankake should also be encouraged to put up fence posts with private property signs.  It was the consensus of the council to grant the dead end sign request.  
B. Resolution 46-09-17 Proposed 2018 Budget and Debt Levy
Administrator Woodruff explained that items covered at the budget workshop are in the proposed budget.  It is currently set at a five percent increase.  The budget can be lowered but not increased in December.  Administrator Woodruff got new debt levy schedules and a couple came down in the amount that needs to be levied.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 46-9-17 adopting proposed 2018 budget and tax levy in the total amount of $798,926.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Resolution 47-09-17 Budget Hearing Date
Mayor Hollerich stated that the budget hearing is scheduled for the first Tuesday in December which is a regular council meeting night.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 47-09-17 selecting December 5, 2017 as the budget hearing date.  Roll call vote: Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
D. Resolution 48-09-17 Draw Request number two Holtmeier
Mayor Hollerich explained that the draw request of $267,758.34 has been reviewed and approved by the city engineers.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 48-9-17 approving draw request number two from Holtmeier Construction, Inc in the amount of $267,758.34  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  
E. Resolution 49-09-17 Temporary Part Time Employee Request 
Public Works Supervisor Chaffee would like to hire a part time worker to assist with the leaf vac.  This was talked about during the budget workshop.  The leaf vac is designed as a two person operation.  Water Operator Johnson will be taking time off during October and November when the leaf vac will be used.  The council had discussed that it is cheaper to hire a part time person than to purchase a new leaf vac that is designed for single person operation.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 49-9-17 approving part time staff for public works department.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Etherington, Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried. 
Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adjourn the council meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:37 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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