CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday September 6, 2011

Members present:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.      

Staff members present:  City Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen, Water Operator Johnson, Police Chief Honsey  

Others present:  Rob Lawson-Maple River Messenger

Mayor Swanson called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.

Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Consent Agenda

Rob Lawson questioned the Bolton and Menk adjusted bill.  

Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.

A. Minutes 8/16/11

B. Bills totaling $115,118.33  

C. Adjusted bill from Bolton and Menk

D. Staff written reports

Adopt Agenda

Chris Huck and Resolution 54-09-11 were added under Presentations.

Councilor Christian and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt the agenda with the addition.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
Department Reports

Public Works

Water Operator Johnson reported that they are doing catch up work on various projects since both public works employees took vacation in August and the mowing has slowed down.  The dike on the ponds is finished.  Councilor Schultz asked if the batting cage proposal would be a problem in their proposed location.  Councilor Donovan asked when the water tower would be painted.  Water Operator Johnson thought it was due for paint in five to ten years.  Councilor Donovan asked when the water tower is scheduled for cleaning.  Water Operator Johnson it is cleaned every three to five years on the inside.  He reported that well #3 was inspected and the well pump should be pulled in a year.  Councilor Etherington asked why the clock in the library park does not show the correct time.  

Liquor

Liquor Store Assistant Strehlo went home sick today.  Administrator Woodruff reported that her and Deputy Clerk Olsen have been reviewing many aspects of the liquor operation and will have a workshop with the council after discussing things with MMBA.    

Police    

Police Chief Honsey reported D.A.R.E. starts this year in Minnesota Lake.  The property owner of 506 Smith Street has submitted a written plan for clean up. Some of the cleanup and windows should be boarded up within a month.  Pending litigation will determine how soon the house is removed.  Administrator Woodruff will let the neighboring property owners know of the status.  

Mayor Swanson thanked all of the departments for their reports.

Community Input

No one present for the Community Input.

Presentations:

 Chris Huck – Resolution 54-9-11 backstop

Chris Huck received two quotes for a new backstop.  The baseball and softball associations are looking at putting in some batting cages.  They asked if the batting cages would be something the council would consider.  They are planning on bringing in some ag lime to work on the baseball field some this fall.  They appreciate the help with the drainage that the public works department have done.  Administrator Woodruff reported that there is money for the backstop in the park capitol outlay.  Water Operator Johnson recommended an 8 ft high fence instead of a 6 ft.  He noted that AJ Henry did the softball field.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 54-9-11 approving the quote from AJ Henry Fence except to get an eight-foot high fence.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.

Unfinished Business

A. Retroflectivity Compliance Changes

Administrator Woodruff reported that the Federal Government is backing off on some of the sign regulations.  The policy will need to be revised to reflect these new guidelines.  

B. Resolution 49-09-11 Proposed 2012 Budget  

Mayor Swanson noted that this is what was agreed on at the last meeting.  Administrator Woodruff reported that it is set at a five percent decrease and the final budget will be set in December.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Etherington seconded to adopt Resolution 49-09-11 adopting the proposed 2012 budget and tax levy.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

New Business

A. Resolution 50-09-11 Budget Hearing Dates
Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 50-09-11 selecting the budget hearing date.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.    

B. EDA:  Resolution 51-09-11 Discontinuing membership with Greater Mankato Growth; Resolution 52-09-11 Deferring Loan of Plain Piper; Resolution 53-09-11 EDA Loan Interest Rate Adjustment

Mayor Swanson and Councilor Schultz commented on the EDA meeting.  Rob Lawson asked if there was a calculated return on the investment.  Councilor Schultz stated that there was a low introductory rate for those who originally signed on and the city has not seen a return on the investment.  Councilor Etherington moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 51-09-11 Discontinuing membership with Greater Mankato Growth.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mayor Swanson summarized the discussion at the EDA meeting.  The Plaid Piper lien would stay on the building, but the payments would be deferred to when the building is sold or the business can pay the loan.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to adopt Resolution 52-09-11 deferring Plaid Piper loan.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that in 2010 the county board lowered the interest rate for the county loans.  The city loan interest rates are still at the higher interest rate.  This was something that was assumed was done, just a housekeeping resolution.  Councilor Donovan asked about the interest on the Plaid Piper loan.  It was the consensus that the Plaid Piper loan would continue to accrue interest.  

Councilor Donovan moved and Councilor Schultz seconded to adopt Resolution 53-09-11 lowering the EDA loan interest rate.  Roll Call Vote:  Aye:  Donovan, Etherington, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay:  none.  Motion carried.  

C. Ordinance Amendment for Dishonored Checks

Administrator Woodruff informed the council that this is part of the water and sewer ordinance.  This is a protection for the city and is common practice among other cities.  Councilor Donovan asked if there is discretion for people who have accidentally messed up their book keeping.  Administrator Woodruff feels that we have been more than fair with people for working on payments.  Councilor Schultz moved and Councilor Donovan seconded to amend Ordinance Section 51.6 subdivision C section 1 Dishonored checks and payments.  Aye:  Donovan, Schultz, Christian and Swanson.  Nay: Etherington.  Motion carried. 

D. Background Check Policy Requirements 

Administrator Woodruff stated that we do background checks when hiring employees, but there is not criteria for non-public safety employees.  The police and fire departments have certain requirements already.  Councilor Schultz explained what the criteria for background checks are at his place of work.  Police Chief Honsey suggested that it is more a time frame of how long ago the offense happened.  Councilor Schultz stated that if the employee is required to drive a city vehicle, the insurance policy should be consulted.  Councilor Donovan agreed that the each should be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.  There should be a condition of employment such as a random drug test.  It was the consensus of the council to have Kennedy draw up a policy.  

E. Parking on Garfield right-or-way

The council discussed the vehicles parked on the west end of Garfield right-of-way.  Councilor Donovan stated that there is a city ordinance for parking vehicles on city right-of-way.  Councilor Schultz thought the ordinance covered the street but maybe clarification was needed for the right-of way.  Police Chief Honsey stated that a few years ago the council allowed parking of campers and trailers at the end of cul-de-sacs for those residents who lived adjacent to the end.  It was the consensus of the council to talk to the residents at 410 Third Ave SW.  It was the consensus that the city does not want to get in the storage business.    

F.   Yard of the Month  

Willie and Pearl Lantz were chosen as the yard of the month winners.    

Mayor Swanson adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

James Swanson, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk

Minutes – Regular Mapleton City Council meeting – September 6, 2011 – Page 3 of 3

