CITY OF MAPLETON

COUNCIL MINUTES

Tuesday, September 9, 2019
Members present:  Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.    Absent:  Froehlich.
Staff members present:  Administrator Woodruff, Deputy Clerk Olsen 
Others present:  Koni Preston -Maple River Messenger 
Mayor Hollerich called the council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at the Mapleton Fire Station.
Pledge of Allegiance

All present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Agenda

Resolution 62-9-19 locating manholes was added as New Business item C.
Sellers Construction Update was added as New Business item D.

Library Tree was added as New Business item E.
Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the agenda with the additions.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  
Consent Agenda

Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt the consent agenda as follows.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.
A. Minutes 8/27/19
B. Bills totaling $87,652.30
C. Zoning Permits 
D. Chicken license examples
Community Comment

No one was present for Community Comment.    
Unfinished Business
A.  Rental Information 
Mayor Hollerich explained approximately eleven people attended the rental open house that was held from 5:30 to 6:30 today.  There were a couple of landlords that were against the ordinance and the rest either had no comment or were in favor of the ordinance.  Mayor Hollerich noted that other neighboring cities have adopted similar ordinances.  People will continue to purchase properties to rent since we don’t have a rental ordinance. There was a question if the rental ordinances in other cities have made an impact.  Administrator Woodruff stated that staff will map the rental properties.  Mayor Hollerich noted there will be a public hearing regarding the rental ordinance. 
B. Resolution 61-9-19 Community Center Fence 
Administrator Woodruff explained it was our intent to put up a fence on the west side of the property when the city took over the community center.  The fence will be three feet off the property line unless the neighbor allows it on the line.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 61-09-19 approving community center fence.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Froehlich.  Motion carried.
New Business

A. Resolution 59-09-19 Budget
Mayor Hollerich noted that tree removal and sidewalk line items were increased per the discussion at the previous meeting.  The budget increase is currently set at five percent and he hopes to lower it in December.  Councilor Warner questioned the value of the firefighters attending FDIC every year.  He felt that with the exception of seriously looking at new fire trucks, the state meetings have more value.  It was the general consensus of the council to not pay for firefighters to attend FDIC.  Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adopt Resolution 59-09-19 adopting proposed 2020 budget and tax levy.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Froehlich.  Motion carried.
B. Resolution 60-9-19 Hiring new Deputy Clerk
Deputy Clerk Olsen reported that eleven candidates had a first interview and three candidates are scheduled for a second interview tomorrow.  This resolution is to give the hiring committee authority to select the new deputy clerk.  Mayor Hollerich felt it was a good idea to get someone hired so office staff can be trained in on new job duties over the next few months.  Councilor Warner moved and Councilor Maslakow seconded to adopt Resolution 60-09-19 hiring new deputy clerk.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Froehlich.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution 62-9-19 Locating Manholes
Administrator Woodruff reported that the manholes at the intersection of Smith Street and Second Ave NE were covered over during a street project.  Public Works would like the manholes located.  Councilor Christian moved and Councilor Warner seconded to adopt Resolution 62-09-19 locating manholes.  Roll call vote:  Aye:  Christian, Maslakow, Warner, and Hollerich.  Nay:  none.  Absent:  Froehlich.  Motion carried.

D. Sellers Construction Update
Administrator Woodruff reported that Sellers Construction will no longer do snow removal.  He does the majority of Main Street business sidewalks.  Public Works Supervisor Chaffee proposed the city do the Main Street sidewalk snow removal if no private company steps up to do this service.  This will be discussed in the near future at a public works quarterly meeting.   
E. Library Tree
Administrator Woodruff reported that Sertoma and Lorry Denn put in new bushes around the library.  They would like more money allocated to do more landscaping.  Lorry Denn would like the tree removed on the south side of the library.  Branches hit the library building.  Her husband will remove the tree and will hire someone to chip out the stump for a cost of approximately $200.  She would like a tree planted further away from the building at a later time.  It was the general consensus to approve the tree removal in the library park.  
Councilor Maslakow moved and Councilor Christian seconded to adjourn the meeting.  All present voted in favor thereof.  Motion carried.  Mayor Hollerich adjourned the meeting at 7:32 p.m.    

Recorded by Sarah Olsen.

__________________________

____________________________

John Hollerich, Mayor


Patty Woodruff, City Administrator/Clerk
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